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Teaching Ancient Egypt in Museums: Pedagogies in Practice
Children’s Museum, Cairo

Ossama ABDEL MeGuID (Children’s Center for Civilization and Creativity, Cairo)

This paper highlights the experience of the Children’s Center for Civilization and Creativity
‘Children’s Museum’ in teaching children about Ancient Egypt. The museum is providing
children with an integrated framework of knowledge about Ancient Egypt’s contribution to art
and science, to inspire children for a better future for themselves and their country by creating
a state of interaction between the child and the elements of the Ancient Egyptian cultural and
natural heritage throughout the ages through an educational park and garden.

The Children’s Museum aims to provide a rich historical experience for children through
various educational means in a simplified manner, to create a state of connection between
them and their history and introduce them to the greatness of the Ancient Egyptian civilization
through various educational means and based on the idea of direct interaction between
children and artifacts.

The models include a model of the Rosetta Stone, statues of King Tutankhamun, military
shields, statues of individuals in the Old and Middle Kingdom, and an indication of the nature
of Egyptian society and the most important professions and jobs at that time, the mummy of
King Tutankhamun, ancient Egyptian games, and statues of kings and queens from the New
Kingdom, especially the Amarna period.

Creating the Child Tut Learning Experience

The new learning materials offered by the Child Tut Learning Experience are divided into three
main toolkits covering several scientific disciplines: chemistry, physics, biology, astronomy and
engineering.

Keywords: King Tut; Ancient Egypt; Museums; Pedagogies
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Reisner’s Forgotten Excavation at Messaid and Naga el-Hai
Sherif ABDEL MONIEM (Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities, Egypt)

Messaid was excavated in 1910-1913 under the aegis of the MFA in Boston, which subsequently
received thousands of artifacts from the site. We rediscovered this collection during our work
in the basement of the Cairo Egyptian Museum, and my proposed research is to publish the
rediscovered collection of Naga el-Hai and Messaid. Messaid is an archaeological site in Egypt
that was excavated over a century ago.

Messaid was excavated not by Reisner, but by one of his students named Louis Caulton West.
In 1912-13, during Reisner’s excavations at Giza, He sent his student Louis Coulton West to
make minor excavations at ‘Naga-el-Hai’, ‘Sheikh Farag’, and ‘Messaid’. According to Reisner,
the main purpose of Reisner’s expedition has always been historical research. The objects
found, although necessary for the continuation of subscriptions, have always been regarded by
the expedition as a by-product of historical research.

During our work in the basement of the Egyptian Museum, we found many hidden treasures,
‘forgotten objects’ that have been stored in the basement of the museum for more than 110
year. One of the most interesting collections that we found during our work is ten boxes
containing around 450 ceramic vessels. All the boxes are labelled ‘Reisner Messaid’ in black
ink. We conducted a tentative research on this collection in the international museums and as
we expected we found some of this material in the Museum of Fine Arts in Boston, e.g., some
objects from Messaid. The main goal for now is publishing this material, which stayed
forgotten for more than 110 years.

Keywords: Pottery; Middle Kingdom; Reisner; Naga-el-Hai; Egyptian Museum; Excavation
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Legitimizing El Hurma as an Egyptian Mode of Affective
Relation to Antiquity

Pansee ABou ELATTA (Carleton University)

In claiming the obelisk that now sits in Paris, Verniac de Saint-Mair finds that France “acquired
the rights thanks to learned Europe, to which all the monuments of antiquity belong, because
only she knows how to appreciate them.” (Saint-Maur 1835, 37-38)

He was far from the first or the last to stake a Western claim to Egyptian antiquities on this
narrow, Eurocentric conception of ‘appreciation’. This perceived Egyptian incapacity for
‘appreciation’ continuously rationalizes the seizure of Egyptian cultural patrimony: Earlier by
Vivant Denon, and later by scholars arguing against repatriation such as Stephen Urice.

Yet against this oft-repeated refrain, an indigenous mode of affective relation to antiquity
emerges: That of El Hurma, a term encompassing concepts of autonomy, inviolability, taboo,
sanctity, physical integrity, privacy, protection, and honour, protecting the bodies of the living
and the deceased from various kinds of (material or epistemic) violation. 13th century accounts
speak of a man who “breaks into the pyramid, is killed inside, and then appears to his
company as a spectre warning them in ‘hieratic language’ (al-kalam al-kahini) never to violate
the dignity (hurma) of the old kings” (Haarmann 1996, 607). It remains prevalent in Egypt
until today, such as in popular debates around whether the 2021 Pharaohs’ Golden Parade —
in which the collection of royal mummies was ostentatiously transported from the Cairo
Museum to the new Museum of Egyptian Civilization — violated hurmat al-mawtah (the Hurma

of the dead).

Using Egyptian case studies, this paper argues for the legitimacy of El Hurma as a counter-
colonial, affective mode of relation to pharaonic antiquity, one which offers an understanding
of the past that resists its objectification and consumption.

Keywords: Egyptology; Museology; Value; Decolonization; Appreciation

ceo

international congress of egyptologists

Sl paoll clale) Jgall paigall

LEIDEN 6-11 AUG 2023 ICE2023.COM



The Builders of the First Dynasty Royal Projects at Abydos
Yaser ABouziD (Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities, Egypt/University of Pisa)

The royal tombs and enclosure walls at Abydos provide essential information on royal
architecture and funerary goods. This information gave us a good idea of how the early
dynasty kings thought about their afterlife and what kind of objects and tombs they made for
their eternal life. On the other hand, there is limited information about the builders of the
royal projects: Where are their tombs? Are they buried at Abydos or somewhere else? Where
is their settlement? Is it still to be discovered, or has it disappeared under the cultivation as
most of the settlements from this period?

Before 2007 none of the Early Dynastic private tombs were discovered. Most known and
published tombs are subsidiary graves built around the royal tombs at Umm-el-Qa’ab or
around the enclosure walls.

There are clusters of tombs, called by their excavator the ‘Tombs of the Courtiers’. These
groups of tombs probably contained the body of workmen who participated in one of the royal
projects from the 1st dynasty, as they are most likely dated to the same period. But if this is
the case, one can propose that the local cemetery, which was discovered to the southwest of
the Seti | temple between 2007 and 2018, probably belonged to high officials or local elite
who led and supervised the workmen buried in the north of Abydos. These workmen probably
served in one of the 1st dynasty royal projects. So presumably the owners of these tombs
themselves somehow were leaders and supervisors of the building of one of the royal projects.

Keywords: First dynasty; Abydos; Archaeological sites; Umm el-Qa’ab; Early kings; Worship
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Teaching, Research and Public Access at the University
Museums of Archaeology in Egypt

Sayed ABUELFADL (National Museum of Egyptian Civilization, Cairo)

The University Museum is an educational museum owned and managed by universities for the
purpose of research, teaching, learning and public access. It is connected to the scientist
sections in Archaeology at the universities and research centres, assisting students of
Archaeology in the practical implementation of what they study theoretically, using the
displaying collections in these museums.

The Egyptian University Museums of Archaeology are still unknown to the community and
specialist alike. In order to change the situation, we will introduce these museums for everyone
and we will focus on the roles of these museums in teaching, research and public access.

The purpose of this research is to contribute to our knowledge of university museums of
Archaeology and its collections in Egypt — where they come from - where we are now and
what their contemporary significance is. And also, the roles of the Egyptian University
Museums of Archaeology in Teaching, Research and Public Access.

Actually, the only and most important Archeology museums that related to universities are the
Faculty of Archaeology Museum, Cairo University, the Faculty of Arts Museums, Alex
University, and Zagazig University.

Finally, the paper introduces some recommendations that help and support these museums to
achieve its goals and increase community awareness of the importance of the University
Museums.

Keywords: University; University Museums; Teaching; Research; Archaeology; Public; Access;
Education
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Branding of Creatures in the Afterlife

Inji ADHAM MOHAMED SELIM (Ain Shams University)

Branding is commonly practised on cattle to indicate the ownership of a livestock. Meanwhile,
some societies brand criminals as a sign of humiliation. Indeed, it was practised also in the
Afterlife, raising several questions: Did the brand have the same shape or function of daily life
ones? Was it practised against a specific entity or entities? Who uses the brand? Therefore,
this research compares its occurrence in different contexts and scenes. It highlights a less
known purpose of the practice, to fill a gap in the Ancient Egyptian religion. The branding tool
was defined in the Afterlife texts by the terms: 3b.t, bsw and wbh.t. Indeed, their determinatives
of a brazier or blazing metal allude to the function of the heated tool. The branding tool is
frequently employed by the deceased, god Re, gate keepers and judgement gods. It is used
against an enemy or the deceased. Its main purpose is to defend a certain god or to prevent
the access to specific Afterlife places. The consequence of the practice concerned is destruction
as well as pain. So, the deceased avoids its danger by declaring his attachment to a divinity as
Osiris. It is noted that branding is either a means of defence when destroying the enemy or a
torture tool against the deceased.

Keywords: Defence; Destruction; Enemy; God; Heat; Pain
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Moving Royal Statues in Ancient Egyptian Temples according
to Necessity of Religious Rituals

Nour AHMED (Ain Shams University)

Egyptian temples were built for the official worship of the deities and for commemoration of
the kings. Temples were seen as houses for the gods or kings to whom they were dedicated.
Within them, the Egyptians performed a variety of rites related to the kings and the gods.

The presence of statues of kings in temples is very important, and it is clear that most of them
were fixed in their place, but it seems that a few of them preferred to be moving according to
rituals.

My purpose in this paper to present new information about the idea of how the priests moved
the royal statues in the temples according to the necessity of the religious rituals.

For example, there is the scene of the throne of King Nyuserre (Berlin) with below it a group of
rollers on which the statue was moved according to the rituals of worship. The movement of
the statues and changing their positions is evidenced by the intentional use of wooden
statues, such as the statues of King Senusret |, which were hidden in the tomb of its priest in
Lisht, or this wooden structure contains freestanding ka statue of King Hor |, which can move
easily on the shoulders of the priests. And the research, of course, will not forget the
participation of the statues of kings in the Beautiful Feast of the Valley in the New Kingdom.
Among other examples, | will look for its role in the worship inside the temple, and what is
the best place for them, while trying to find the answer to the question of whether they were
stored after the rituals? The research will study the evidence, the reasons, and all the ideas
that revolve here, and thereby resolve some of the controversy that surrounds this issue.

Keywords: Temples; Moving statues; Rituals; Egyptology
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An Approximation to the Acoustics of the North Sagqgara
Plateau

Sergio ALARCON ROBLEDO (Harvard University)

Drawing from information of the archives of C.M. Firth and W.B. Emery, this paper attempts to
analyse the acoustic experience of the users of the Early Dynastic cemetery of the North
Saggara plateau. This project uses a 3-dimensional model of a reconstructed portion of the
cemetery as the basis for the analysis. Various hypothetical ritual scenarios are then considered
to test how the changing architectural typologies affected the audibility of the site. Where
these cemeteries places of retreat and quietness? How was the sound of mourning transmitted
through the site? Instead of looking at the tombs as isolated objects, they are brought back to
their context in order to consider how they shaped a larger landscape—and soundscape.

Keywords: North Sagqgara; Acoustics; Phenomenology; Architecture; Early Dynastic Period

Co-authors: Shea M. TRAHAN (Louisiana State University), Nima FARZANEH (Stanford University)
& Eito MURAKAMI (Stanford University)
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pOSL Profiling at the Tombs of Meret-Neith and Djer, Umm
el-Qa’ab, Abydos

Helena ALEXANDERSON (Lund University)

In the context of new archaeological work at the Early Dynastic royal cemetery of
Abydos/Umm el-Qaab, the German Archaeological Institute and University of Vienna, in
cooperation with Lund University, have been exploring new avenues of applying archaeological
science to excavations in Egypt. This poster will introduce and examine the application of
pOSL (portable Optically Stimulated Luminescence profiling) to the current excavations at the
tomb of the First Dynasty Queen Meret-Neith at Umm el Qa’ab, Abydos, and to revisiting
architectural features at the Tomb of King Djer at the same site. This poster will demonstrate
how this technique can be used as a relative profiling technique that informs on: a) a relative
sequence of construction of the tombs, b) a variety of depositional events at the tombs, both
contemporary to their construction, the original burial event and their subsequent use-history,
¢) chronological information recorded in sediments, mudbricks and pottery at the site, d)
properties of the samples which can assist in provenancing. At Abydos we have thus begun to
use pOSL as an objective, scientifically derived, relative dating tool that offers another
opportunity to detangle chronological events in archaeological contexts. Through this we also
seek to better understand the complex depositional history of these tombs.

Keywords: pOSL profiling; Abydos; Royal Tombs; First dynasty

Co-authors: Amber HooD (Lund University) & E. Christiana KOHLER (University of Vienna)

ceo

international congress of egyptologists

Sl paoll clalel Jgal poigoll

LEIDEN 6-11 AUG 2023 ICE2023.COM



Urban Landscapes in Roman and Late Antique Egypt: Tracing
the City History of Antinoopolis from Papyrological and
Archaeological Datasets

Stefania ALFARANO (University of Basel) & Frangois GERARDIN (University of Basel)

The city of Antinoopolis was founded by Hadrian during his imperial tour of Egypt in 130. The
new settlement on the eastern bank of the Nile was built at the site of Antinous’ death with
the function of a worship centre dedicated to the memory of the newly declared hero-god. The
city’s location, however, had many advantages: A harbour; a nearby alabaster quarry; a route
connection with the Red Sea; a temple of Ramses Il, and, most likely, a native inhabited area.
Although the debate on the identification of the pharaonic city is still open, and the
archaeological evidence on the extent of the pre-Roman settlement remains fragmentary,
Antinoopolis cannot be considered a real ex-novo foundation. Hadrian planned the city by
incorporating previous settlements within a distinctive urban layout characterized by a
Hippodamian grid pattern and marked by monumental structures. Greek models are evident in
urban layout and political and social life, but the so-called city of the ‘new Hellenes’ also
displays the architectural magnificence, social and political mobility, and adherence to the
imperial house that characterized all the greatest Roman cities of the era.

Excavation led by the Istituto Vitelli (Florence) has advanced our knowledge of the site, yet
many questions beg further investigation. How do the textual sources and the archaeological
assemblages published so far allow to reconstruct urban layout in the longue durée? The aim
of the paper is to outline the development of the Antinoopolitan urban landscape by
integrating text and context through a relational database combined with topographical places
analysis. This interdisciplinary approach could bring new light on the city life processes and re-
write the building phases of the Hadrianic (re)foundation.

Keywords: Urban landscapes; Roman cities in Egypt; Texts and contexts
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Egyptology in Its Third Century

James ALLEN (Brown University)

Two hundred years ago, Egyptology began as a science with Champollion’s work on the
Rosetta Stone. In its first hundred years of existence, Egyptology was dominated by Biblical
and Semitic studies, looking for Egyptian references to events recorded in the Hebrew Bible
and by the belief that Egyptian was a Semitic language, like Hebrew. In the last century,
Egyptology was dominated linguistically by the structural approach of Polotsky and his
disciples. Egyptologists now attempt to interpret Ancient Egyptian history and archaeology
objectively, and the same trend began in Egyptian language studies some three decades ago.
This paper will provide a brief historical look at the science of Egyptology and suggest where it
might be headed in the next hundred years of research.

Keywords: Egyptology as a science; Grammar; Bible; History; Archaeology
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The Power of Violence in New Kingdom Elite Art (1550-1070
BC)

Niv ALLON (Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York)

War and violence are common themes in the art of the New Kingdom, from temple walls to
scarabs. The king is featured as a victorious conqueror through text and art, trampling and
smiting Egypt’s enemies. Many of these representations belong to the royal sphere; this paper,
however, will explore elite tomb art and other objects to consider the image of the violent king
among the elite and their concepts of violence.

In contrast to the wealth of references to the violent king in royal art, elite men rarely depict
the king smiting in their tombs. His violent imagery only appears in this corpus as an element
within images of the royal throne and similar objects. In addition, Ancient Egyptian texts
describe military campaigns and royal victories. Still, these are most prominently mentioned in
the context of captured enemies and looted goods arriving in Egypt and its temples.

Other objects like game pieces and scarabs depict the smiting king or captured enemies more
directly. At the same time, their violent images are often schematic or repeating an accepted
icon, possibly reducing the impact of the scene. A similar effect might already be present in
the image of the nine bows, which stand for the defeated enemies and their bodies. However,
the nine bows rarely appear in elite minor arts.

This paper will explore the distancing effect of these images, its histories, and possible
implications. The funerary context of many of these images is of importance. Still, it hardly
explains all features of this phenomenon, in which many depictions of the violent king act as
images within images or as images of images. This paper will suggest that this preference for
mediated experiences of violence is indicative of elite attitudes to art and war and violence
itself.

Keywords: New Kingdom; Art; Violence

international congress of egyptologists

Sl paoll clale) Jgall paigall

LEIDEN 6-11 AUG 2023 ICE2023.COM



Hieroglyphs as Memory: Who Could Read the Old Kingdom
Royal Decrees?

M. Victoria ALMANSA-VILLATORO (Harvard University)

This paper unveils hidden literacies by exploring knowledge that was transmitted or restricted
through hieroglyphs’ pictoriality in Old Kingdom royal decrees. Beginning in the 4th dynasty,
Egyptian kings started to publicly display epigraphic messages of tax exemption, cult
inauguration, or concession. These documents, known as royal decrees, have not received
enough attention as channels of ideology and authority in the highly complex scenario of
royal-private power struggle between the Old Kingdom and First Intermediate Period. The
decrees showcase a very curated political discourse that emphasizes service, social solidarity,
and the king’s distinct position in the community. However, what was the purpose of placing
these ideological messages in very trafficked areas if they could not be understood by a
majority of illiterate Egyptians? This paper proposes that selected messages were semiotically
understood by illiterate audiences by means of different mnemonic strategies, such as the use
of ideograms instead of phonograms, the presence of explicitly iconic determinatives, or the
recurrence of abnormal spellings. This research, conducted through an in-person examination
of the royal decrees, challenges a binary understanding of Egyptian literacy that restricts the
audience of epigraphic texts to a small percentage of educated population. It also reveals
bureaucratic efforts to inform and involve Egyptians in their country’s events. Finally, this
paper draws attention to the specific words that are made accessible, namely those related
with the monarchy and the state. Hieroglyphs could thus be working multifunctionally, and
strategically, to concomitantly reveal and preclude access to knowledge.

Keywords: Hieroglyphs; Semograms; Literacy; Knowledge; Memory; Old Kingdom; Royal
decrees
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Discovery of Thutmosis III’s Shrine Remains under the
Ptolemaic Gate of Khonsu Temple at Karnak

Mostafa ALSAGHIR (Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities, Egypt)

On the 21st of December 2020 during the excavation undertaken to clear the pavement of the
Ptolemaic gate of the Khonsu temple and the avenue of sphinxes, some huge granite blocks of
the gate’s threshold have been unearthed. After reaching the foundation level of the threshold
in which some of the blocks were tilted due to the loosening of the soil, we found out that the
lower sides of these blocks were inscribed with well made sunk reliefs and texts of Thutmosis
[Il and a decorated frieze of Egyptian corniche. Other blocks were decorated with stars and
parts of wings as remains of a ceiling, in addition to a block with the representation of a
shrine, most certainly the shrine housing the statue of the god on the portable bark of Amun.
The excavation revealed 16 different blocks belonging to a shrine of Thutmosis Ill. The study of
the texts inscribed on these blocks showed that they are connected to other blocks which are
stored on mastabas north of the Khonsu temple and also to a block reused as a threshold at
the Opet temple.

It seems that this shrine was established during the reign of Thutmosis Il to be the main bark
shrine at the same place as Philip Arrhidaeus’s shrine which stands at the centre of the temple
of Amun-Re at Karnak. During the era of Akhenaton, figures and inscriptions related to Amun
on these blocks have been defaced. They were restored later on.

After the demolition of the shrine of Thutmosis Il under the reign of Philip Arrhidaeus at the
latest, Ptolemais Ill Euergetes reused its blocks as elements of the threshold of his gate in
front of the Khonsu Temple.

These remains give an important explanation to the history of reusing blocks in Karnak as well
as a new evidence on the earlier barque shrine of Amun-Re in his great temple of Karnak.

Keywords: Amun-Re; Thutmosis Ill; Shrine; Threshold; Karnak; Gate; Khonsu; Temple
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Restoration — Documentation — Interpretation: A New Holistic
Approach to the Barque Sanctuary of the Horus Temple at
Edfu

Victoria ALTMANN-WENDLING (Julius Maximilian University of Wirzburg)

Edfu temple still offers great research potential (see the lecture by M. Stadler). At its center,
both theologically and architecturally, is the barque sanctuary. It once housed the barque of
the god used for processions, but the wall reliefs also show the so-called Daily Ritual, which
relates to the divine statue permanently present in the temple. The room located axially behind
this room, the ‘Mesenit’, also once contained a shrine with a statue of Horus, as described by
texts in the temple. Moreover, within Egyptian architectural history, the sanctuary lies
traditionally in a rear, secluded area, sometimes even laterally offset from the axis. A project at
the University of Wirzburg has therefore now set itself the goal of examining the relationship
between these two spaces in detail for the first time.

In addition, parts of the former polychrome painting still survived on the walls, hidden under
layers of dirt and dust. The polychromy of Egyptian temples has only been insufficiently
investigated so far, but represented an integral part of the original wall decoration. It offers a
wide field of investigation, as a pilot study demonstrated. Thus, details or entire elements of
the decoration were revealed that were not present in the relief; furthermore, demotic dipiniti
were discovered for the first time. Questions e.g. about the colour symbolism of hieroglyphs,
the use and accessibility of the sanctuary as well as the emic impression of the sanctuary
follow. The analysis of the paint provides insights into the chaine opératoire, individual
(groups of) craftsmen, and on temple economy. To this end, the walls are to be restored and
the pigments examined. The interdisciplinary project aims to uncover the entire history of use
of this important room in a holistic approach.

Keywords: Edfu; Horus temple; Barque sanctuary; Daily ritual; Restoration; Polychromy
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The Eastern Door of Heaven is Open to You. Nut has
Embraced you. She whose Hair is Long, and whose Breasts
Hang Down: The Embracing Arms and the Heaven’s Doors

Mennah ALy (Egyptian Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities, Egypt)

In the Ancient Egyptian religious texts since the Old Kingdom the sun god and the deceased
are mentioned to have been embraced by mother goddesses to guarantee their rebirth after
death. This idea appears in the concluding tableaux of the New Kingdom Netherworld Books
that show the solar deity elevated from the netherworld into the morning sky by a pair of
arms, whereas the tomb scenes and Third Intermediate Period funerary papyri and coffins
portray the sun disk embraced by two pairs of arms at its rising and setting. Despite of being
attributed to deities such as Nut, Shu, Nun and Tatenen, the owner of the embracing arms is
kept anonymous in most of the attestations. In fact, these depictions associate the embracing
arms with the Perpetuum Mobile of the sun god, and thus to the gates of the celestial sphere
through which he passes during his diurnal and nocturnal voyages. Since the Old Kingdom
the religious texts refer to the Doors of Heaven that open to the sun god and his followers to
access the eastern and the western horizons of the sky. Given their protective and secretive
nature, these doors were almost concealed rather than appearing as mere portals, while their
existence was denoted in various themes, among which the embracing arms.

The research shows how the embracing arms are not only associated with the opening of the
Doors of Heaven, but also substitute them in their role of separating between the different
realms of the universe. Furthermore, the paper investigates the identity of the owners of these
embracing arms, either deities or gatekeepers, and how through embracing the solar deity,
they evoke the primeval moment of creation that entails his emergence from the Unified
Darkness; a course repeated with every solar rising.

Keywords: Doors of Heaven; Embracing; Unified Darkness; Solar Perpetuum Mobile; Religion
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The Significance of Myrrh in Ancient Egyptian and Graeco-
Roman Medicine: A Comparative Approach

Electra ApOSTOLA (University of the Aegean) & Dimitra MAKRI (University of loannina)

Knowledge about the properties and use of plants in Ancient Egyptian medicine can be
advanced today only through an interdisciplinary approach based on comparative analysis of
written sources, palaeopathological evidence, pharmacognosy and archaeobotanical and
ethnobotanical data. Furthermore, investigation of a particular plant species both in the
Ancient Egyptian and Graeco-Roman periods can be used as a case study to shed light on the
difference between Ancient Egyptian and Greek medicine and pharmacy and its aspects of
interaction. This paper aims to use multiple data to investigate the diachronic medicinal use of
myrrh from the Middle Kingdom to the Graeco-Roman period. In Ancient Egyptian medical
papyri (e.g. Kahun, Ebers, Hearst, Edwin Smith, Brooklyn, etc) myrrh is attested in
prescriptions for the treatment of vascular diseases, skin infections, wounds, snakebites, and
eye disorders. Plinius and Dioscorides mention that it is mainly used to treat
ophthalmological, gynaecological, dermatological, and gastrointestinal diseases. The study is
based on the collection and digitalization of evidence from Egyptian and Greek papyri, ostraca,
inscriptions, Greek and Latin literary sources along with data from current pharmacological
studies. Specifically, it examines the role of myrrh as a basic substance in different medical
products, its forms (e.g. resin lumps, fresh or dried resin), its interaction with other substances
(e.g., minerals, animal products), methods of application (e.g., internal, or external, fumigation)
and the time of treatment involved.

Keywords: Egyptology; Papyrology; Medicine; Pharmacy; Diseases; Treatment; Plant; Resin
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The Shabti Boxes from the Lot Ill from Bab el-Gasus (Istanbul
Archaeology Museums)

Hulya ATAsClOGLU AYKUL (Istanbul University)

The collection of the Istanbul Archaeology Museums includes three shabti boxes that belong
to Lot Il given to Turkey on the occasion of the coronation feast of the last Khedive of Egypt,
Abbas Helmy Il, in 1892. These objects are kept in the Museum of the Ancient Orient, Istanbul,
and they have not been published so far.

The objects are:

- 10837 Ankhefenkhonsu (‘nh.f-n-hnsw)
- 10880 Amenhotep (imn-htp)

- 10881 uninscribed

In this poster we will describe the objects, show the texts and their translations, and a map of
the location of the shabti owners and shabti boxes in Bab el-Gasus. Some of the shabti boxes
decorated with funerary text feature flat or domed box lids. The uninscribed shabti boxes have
never been published before. We can confirm that shabti box 10881 is in Istanbul and shabti
box NMNH 154957 is in Washington. Both are categorized as type Vic according to Aston’s
typology: undecorated with two lids.

Keywords: Shabti; Shabti boxes; Bab el-Gasus; Istanbul Archaeology Museums
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The Copper Alloy Vessels from the Tomb of Kha (TT 8) in
Turin: Studying Materiality and Manufacture

Johannes AUENMULLER (Egyptian Museum, Turin)

The copper alloy vessels and ring stands from the tomb of Kha and Merit (TT 8) in the Museo
Egizio, Turin, constitute one of the most important assemblages of New Kingdom bronze
objects. In the context of the ongoing ‘TT8 Project’, which aims at comprehensively studying
the various grave goods from this unique mid-18th dynasty funerary context by means of
dedicated object studies and archaeometrical analyses, the copper alloy vessels and ring
stands were subject to a fresh investigation. Whereas typology and functionality of the forms
are well explored, many questions in terms of the material(ity) and especially the
manufacturing methods - hammering and/or casting as well as rivetting — remain. The
present paper will provide an overview of the bronze vessels and stands in tandem with a
discussion of recently acquired archaeometrical data (XRF, XRD, Neutron Radiography). This
data will be contextualized with visually examined intriguing features of the objects under
study and with comparative pieces to better understand the different manufacturing
approaches and individual technological characteristics of those high-quality copper alloy
artefacts.

Keywords: New Kingdom; TT 8; Copper alloy vessels; Archaeometry; Production techniques
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Sociolinguistics in Analysing Social Hierarchies: Case Studies
from Late Middle Kingdom El-Lahun

KKaisa AUTERE (University of Helsinki)

The Lahun papyri collection (1850-1750 BC) from a state-founded and -organised settlement
and temple site is the largest corpus of textual sources from late Middle Kingdom Egypt. Due
to the delayed publication of some of the papyri and a lack of contextual information for most
of the archaeological finds, the potential of the collection for socio-historical studies is still
underused. Especially the closed contextual setting of the material (i.e. the papyri being
obtained from a single site with limited chronological distribution in the dates of the texts) is
so far unique for Middle Kingdom Egypt. In this paper, | show how a more precise
sociolinguistic analysis of the language of the letters can offer new information of the
superior/subordinate relationships and provide methodological insights for future research on
the social history of the Middle Kingdom. Sociolinguistics is at its core interdisciplinary
working on the interface between Egyptological linguistics and socio-cultural research.
Interestingly, the Lahun papyri include letters that combine linguistic features of the
subordinates and a set of addressing manners that one would rather expect from their
superiors. Through analysis of these case studies, the presentation sheds light on what has
been described as the middle stratum of society in el-Lahun.

Keywords: Middle Kingdom; Sociolinguistics; Lahun; Towns; Temple; Interdisciplinarity
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An Androgynous Goddess?

Mariam AYAD (American University in Cairo)

Neith is one of only a handful of goddesses who formed syncretic deities with (male) gods.
Like the goddess Mut, her name occasionally appears with the phallic symbol (Gardiner sign
list # D52). These factors — possibly compounded by representations of Neith showing her
holding a spear or bow and arrows - may have been the reason previous scholars felt
comfortable calling Neith ‘androgynous’. This paper interrogates some of the deeply-rooted
views on ‘proper’ or ‘normal’ gender roles that have permeated previous scholarship as it
examines how those beliefs were projected on the Egyptian evidence, especially as it pertains
to Neith.

Keywords: Egyptian religion; Goddesses; Neith; Mut; Gender roles
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Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, and Access: How Local
Communities and Public Education Can Serve Egyptology, and
Vice-Versa

Jennifer BABcock (Fashion Institute of Technology, State University of New York)

The Fashion Institute of Technology (FIT) is part of a system of public colleges, community
colleges, and universities in New York. Enrolled students pursue an Associate’s degree, and
some choose to continue their studies to achieve a Bachelor’s degree at FIT or a different four-
year programme elsewhere. Most students come from local New York City communities and
take advantage of the school’s affordable tuition. Over half of the student population belong to
groups that are not of white/non-Hispanic origin. In short, FIT’s population is largely
underrepresented in the field of Egyptology. | am developing courses and educational
programming at FIT, to decolonize Egyptology and make it more accessible. One course,
‘Repositioning Ancient Egypt and Rethinking Egyptology’ invites students to think critically
about how the field has developed, and how Ancient Egyptian culture is presented in
scholarship, popular media, and exhibition spaces. This course was a direct result of a
discussion panel | co-organized at FIT where scholars discussed the history of Egyptology and
its current role at universities considering the recent Black Lives Matter protests in the U.S.A.

In this talk, | will explain the role public education has in moving Egyptology beyond its
colonialist origins. Additionally, | will share my pedagogical experiences and efforts in creating
a space where high-quality ancient world studies are available and given relevance within the
community college/public school setting. The programmes of study and events developed at
FIT serve as a model for other instructors and institutions who are interested in ensuring
diversity, equity, inclusion, and accessibility in a field that is traditionally beyond reach for
many.

Keywords: Decolonization; Inclusion; Access; Diversity; Equity; Pedagogy; Historiography
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Interpreting Material Residues of Ordinary Life Derived from a
Secondary (Waste) Deposit at Elephantine

Bettina BADER (Austrian Archaeological Institute of the Austrian Academy of Sciences)

Recovery and recording of high density accumulations of discarded materials, probably
domestic waste deposits, provide vital information about the lives of people and their societies,
modern and ancient. While still rare in Egyptian archaeology, the domestic sphere holds
information about people, their households and cultural processes, such as socio-economic
circumstances, subsistence, production, use of manufacturing technologies, procurement and
recycling procedures, and waste management.

The rescue excavation of a part of the town wall on Elephantine (Area B 36) by the Swiss
Institute in co-operation with the DAI in 2011-12 unearthed several building phases and
depositions on the exterior and the interior (Von Pilgrim, MDA/K72 [2016], 207-12). These
stratified layers were either laid down in order to strengthen the wall or represent refuse. The
period spans the (late) Middle Kingdom to the early New Kingdom (c. 1800-1550 BC). The
finds include pottery, objects (stone tools, net sinkers, etc.) and limestone chippings. While the
broken and disused nature of the objects indicates a (secondary) rubbish deposition, in-depth
qualitative and quantitative analysis of the finds will provide evidence for an informed
judgement of the deposit type and possible identification criteria.

These stratified assemblages of the Second Intermediate Period are valuable for the aims of
the project Beyond Politics: Material Culture in Second Intermediate Period Egypt and Nubia
(START, Y754-G19, FWF) which looks at regional developments in Egypt and Nubia. Analysis
of material culture provides data from Egypt’s southernmost region, enabling inferences on the
use of raw materials, their acquisition, the chaines opératoires of the objects and regional
developments of certain object classes.

Keywords: Settlement; Second Intermediate Period; Material culture; Waste management
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Social Protocol among Elites and Their Subordinates during
the Ancient Egyptian New Kingdom

Sally BAHGAT (University of Cologne)

The objective of this paper is to examine the civil protocol and the rules of appropriate
behaviour among elites during the New Kingdom (ca. 1550 to 1070 BC).

This study does not focus on the protocol between the king and his high-ranking officials. It
examines the protocol between dignitaries, high-ranking officials and their subordinates, as
well as the middle and the low-class people. It aims also at understanding the potential tokens
for a process of social imitation of the king by the elite.

For this research sources are textual and iconographical. As for textual sources, administrative
and literary texts describe mores referring to practices of social protocol. For example, the
Instruction of Ani gives a principle of what should be done in the presence of a high-ranking
character; it says: “Do not sit when another is standing, one is older than you, one is greater
than you in his rank.”

In the tomb of Rekhmire (TT 100), the text of The Duties of the Vizier begins with a description
of the etiquette of the meetings at which the civil servants appear before the vizier. Whether
because he had summoned them, or because they were compelled to periodically report to
him on their management.

The iconographical sources are found in the private tombs of the New Kingdom. Thus, a clear
example is in the first hall of the tomb of Panehesy. The scene illustrates the rewarding of this
dignitary by King Akhenaten and his wife. The upper part of the scene shows the interaction
between the king and his officials, whilst the lower part illustrates the interaction between
Panehesy and his servants. The narrative depicts him as he has passed through the gates of
the palace and is received by his servants, some of them raising their hands in joy, and others
kissing the earth before him.

Keywords: Protocol; Gestures; Postures; Behaviour; Social classes
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Land of the Town: the Use of s3tw from the Late Middle
Kingdom to Early New Kingdom
Kathryn BANDY (University of Chicago)

The Tell Edfu Project has excavated more than two hundred hieratic ostraca since 2010. The
majority are name-lists and payment accounts dating to the late Second Intermediate Period
and early New Kingdom. Found among them is a single text documenting at least three plots
of s3tw-land associated with houses.

Tell Edfu Ostracon 122 is not the only local reference to personal holdings of such land dated
to this period. Two private stelae of the late Middle Kingdom-Second Intermediate Period,
Cairo JE 52456 and Hildesheim 4589, recount personal land acquisitions and building upon
it. Together, the ostracon and stelae present the relatively uncommon combination of
complementary, contemporary documentary and monumental sources at a single site.

Elsewhere in Upper Egypt, such land is also encountered in contemporary royal inscriptions
(including Sobekhotep 1V, Kamose, and Ahmose), as well as the Duties of the Vizier, in
association with ‘towns’, extending its use beyond personal holdings. Sobekhotep 1V’s Karnak
stela identifies a large granary on the s3tw of the town and the Donation Stela of Ahmose-
Nefertari references officials of the town’s s3tw.

This paper analyzes the Edfu material and contextualizes it with other contemporary sources,
assessing earlier scholarly views whether such land is to be understood as generic ‘ground’ or
a more specific association with settlements. Finally, it briefly considers sizes of Edfu’s
personal holdings vis-a-vis the late Middle Kingdom-Second Intermediate Period
archaeological record.

Keywords: Edfu; Administration; Middle Kingdom; Second Intermediate Period; Hieratic
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Medamud: The First Blue Painted Ware Production Centre
Found in Egypt? New Findings and Economic Considerations
on Blue Painted Ceramics

Zulema BARAHONA MENDIETA (Autonomous University of Barcelona)

Since 2017, archaeological excavations on the behalf of the French mission of Medamud
(IFAO/MEAE/Sorbonne) have been underway at the site of Medamud with the aim of
understanding the urban development of this Upper Egyptian city and its relationship with the
temple of Montu. But another of its objectives is the study of ceramic production at the site,
which is one of the most important in Egypt, with the production in marl clay documented
from at least the Second Intermediate Period and up to the Byzantine period. During these
excavations, at least six pottery kilns dating from the 18th to the 25th dynasty was discovered
in a test pit to the southwest of the temple. Next to the 18th dynasty kiln, a large floor has
been documented, which is composed of thousands of ceramic fragments from the kiln's
production waste. All of them are made of Marl A4 and Marl A2 fabrics and all of them are
homogeneously dated to around the end of the 18th dynasty. Among them are several
fragments decorated in blue from the same production.

The aim of this paper is to present new data that allow us to propose Medamud as one of the
first sites where the production of such a sophisticated type of pottery can be documented,
and to offer some reflections on its production and distribution throughout Egypt.

Keywords: Medamud; Archaeology; New Kingdom; Ceramic production; Blue painted pottery
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Emperors as Pharaohs: Tradition and Innovation in the Royal
Statuary of the Roman Period

Nicola BARBAGLI (Italian Institute for Historical Studies, Naples)

The statues of the pharaohs, either in soft or hard stones, are one of the most impressive and
enduring expressions of Egyptian art. Most of those who ruled Egypt have been represented
through the medium of statuary, from kings of the Old Kingdom to the foreign monarchs of
the Graeco-Roman period. Among the latter, the statues of the Ptolemies have received most
of the scholarly attention, leaving the study of imperial statuary confined to a few publications,
sometimes marred by the lack of up-to-date methodology, especially in terms of portrait
typology and contextual analysis.

This paper aims to address the subject of royal statuary during the Roman period by
examining the evidence from Augustus to Caracalla, including statues, portraits, and statue
bases, and by placing it in its historical and archaeological context. Because such an
endeavour stands between disciplines (Classical Archaeology, Egyptology, Epigraphy), the
material will be discussed taking into account the different methods and issues proper to each
field. In this way, it will be possible to offer a new overview of royal statue production in the
Egyptian mode of representation and to contribute to current understanding of the changing
visual environment of Roman Egypt and the role of the Roman emperor in the local society.

Keywords: Roman Egypt; Royal statuary; Egyptian kingship; Emperors
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A New Way for Archaeological Dissemination: KVé62 and
Virtual Reality

Pasquale BARILE (University of Bologna)

Until recently, watching a high-quality 3D movie was considered a futuristic experience, but
the extreme passivity of the experience soon proved to be a significant limitation. We then
moved on to greater interaction with the 360° vision, where the viewer, wearing special
glasses, could choose what to look at on each side. However, the limit of being unable to
interact with the surrounding environment remained a constant. Virtual Reality eliminates
these obstacles, allowing the user to ‘physically’ enter the reconstructed environments. Several
archaeological sites, although significant, are inconspicuous to the general public. Numerous
places cannot be visited for conservation, restoration, or logistical reasons. Virtual Reality
allows us to break down these invisible barriers, and the KVé62 is a case in point. The
impossibility of seeing the tomb with the funerary items inside is a significant limitation for
visitors. A limit that Virtual Reality has managed to erase. Thanks to 3D modelling software
and an in-depth study of Carter’s archive, we have created a reconstruction of the tomb of
Tutankhamun as it appeared at the time of its discovery. The interactive environment offers
visitors a wealth of information on the funerary objects and the tomb. All these features are a
significant step forward in scientific popularization. The reconstructions in Virtual Reality make
it possible to facilitate the usability of archaeological sites, using simple and impactful
language. Furthermore, since it is a binary code, Virtual Reality has the considerable advantage
of speaking the language of the new generations, stimulating curiosity about the past.

Keywords: Virtual reality; Tutankhamun; KV62; 3D modelling
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The Tomb of Paser at Sakkara: Royal Envoy to all Foreign
Lands and Chief Archivist of the Army

Stefan BAUMANN (University of Trier) & Ola EL-AGuizy (Cairo University)

The New Kingdom necropolis south of the causeway of the Unas Pyramid is well known as the
final resting place of the contemporary military elite. Since 1984, excavations conducted by the
Faculty of Archaeology at Cairo University in the northern part of this necropolis have
uncovered several so-called temple tombs. One of the best-preserved examples is the tomb of
Paser, who pursued his career in the military administration under Ramses II. Unlike most
tomb superstructures in this area, which were built with mudbrick and orthostates, his was
constructed entirely out of limestone. Moreover, as it was not discovered and dismantled in the
19th century, it is in a comparatively good state of preservation. A large portion of the
superstructure is preserved to a height of more than two meters, so that even the top of the
wall decoration can be studied in situ.

This presentation will discuss the architecture and decorative programme of Paser’s tomb. Of
special interest are excerpts from the Book of the Dead and - from a historical perspective -
the labelled representations of 26 family members, citing their religious and administrative
titles. The analysis of the scenes and inscriptions reveals different phases of decoration and
further allows us to trace the career of Paser as an elite officer of Ramses’ vast army.

Keywords: Sakkara; Military officer; Temple tomb; Book of the Dead; Prosopography
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Papyrus BM EA 10313: An Early Form of an Oracular Amuletic
Decree?

Susanne BEcK (Institute for Ancient Near Eastern Studies, Eberhard Karl University of
Tubingen)

The papyrus BM EA 10313.1-2 was originally part of Salt’s collection and came into the British
Museum, London, in 1836. At first glance, the papyrus—both pieces measure ca. 6,5 x 51,2
cm—looks exactly like an oracular amuletic decree (OAD). There is only an inscription on the
verso side written in the same hand in late Ramesside hieratic with transition to abnormal
hieratic. The amulet contains phrases to protect the owner, Wermaakheru, who Tanedjem has
born. The broken off edges imply that the papyrus was once rolled. However, both pieces
don’t have a join to each other and the content is protective but does not pick up on the well-
known formula of the other oracular amuletic decrees. In fact, most of the given epithets and
phrases are entirely new and otherwise unattested. The talk presents pBM EA 10313.1-2 and
shows the similarities and differences to the so far known oracular amuletic decrees as an early
or preform of this rare amulet category.

Keywords: Amulet; Oracular amuletic decree; Protective magic; Maga; Sobek; Mut; Wedjat-eye
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From Style to Function: Wooden Statues and Their Ritual
Entanglements

Tina BecK (Free University of Berlin)

This talk is based on my ongoing PhD thesis “Private Wooden Tomb Statues from Middle
Egypt (Akhmim-Beni Hasan) from the First Intermediate Period and the Middle Kingdom”. In
this research | understand wooden statues as funerary images that fulfil (ritual) functions and
are in that order entangled with things and humans. These functions and entanglements
cannot only change over time but are dependent on the appearance and affordance of a
wooden statue and its context. To study the wooden statues and their entanglements, art
historical methods in combination with a contextual analysis of the archaeological context is
used as far as possible. This presentation will focus on the wooden statues from Asyut. This
case study is not chosen at random, but most wooden statues come from this site, and some
were even published and/or documented by their excavators in the early 20th century. The
burials of Nakhti, Wepwawetemhat and Anchef, excavated and published by E. Chassinat and
C. Palanque show that the appearance of a wooden statue, the combination of size, posture,
type of coiffure and dress, depends on whether it was erected in the superstructure or the
burial chamber. A statue’s place and thus its appearance has a direct impact on its role during
the funerary rituals but also for the ongoing mortuary cult. Well known is the role of the
statues during the Opening of the Mouth ritual and their daily provision. Another, yet
unknown ritual can be reconstructed from hidden depictions of deities in the shoulder joints
and beneath the feet of especially large-scale wooden statues. These different rituals that do
not exclude one another, cause changing entanglements for the wooden statues which will be
presented during this talk.

Keywords: Statuary; Wood; First Intermediate Period; Middle Kingdom; Asyut; Entanglements
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Wikidata and Wikimedia Commons as Linked Data Hubs:
Dissemination of KU Leuven Libraries’ Digitised Egyptological
Collections through the Wiki Environment

Luna BEERDEN (Leiden University)

Digitisation and the use of digital methodologies have become increasingly important themes
within Egyptology, showcasing potential for data preservation, analysis, and dissemination.
Such digital techniques, however, can also be applied to aid decolonisation of the research
field by making accessible that which was previously hidden. Further, bringing data outside of
an institution’s own repository provides opportunities for scholars worldwide to perform
research in new, collaborative ways. Following the principles of FAIR data, data dissemination
combats gatekeeping of information by making knowledge available to all, while putting in
place a protocol for data production and sharing that will keep steady with changes in research
trends. Further, the digital environment can provide solutions for unequal accessibility to
sources by the creation of an online centralised knowledge repository where all Egyptologists
alike can share their data, regardless of their affiliation, financial situation, and digital skillset.
As repositories for Egyptology have so far been limited to the OEB, which repository should be
used? In this poster, the Wiki Environment is proposed as a viable candidate by highlighting
its potential as linked open data hub through the case study of a collection of Egyptological
glass diapositives held at KU Leuven Libraries (Belgium). Main advantages of the platform are
shown to go beyond the centralisation of knowledge, use of controlled vocabulary, research
potential (such as simultaneous querying of collections worldwide), and low learning curve, by
standing out in its language independency — actively combatting academic exclusivity in

Egyptology.

Keywords: Digital Egyptology; Linked data; Data dissemination; Wiki environment
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Coptic Figures that Influenced Egyptian Heritage: ‘Tadros
Shenouda Al-Mangabadi’

Hadeer BELAL (Egyptian Museum, Cairo)

In this study, the researcher sheds light on a personality that influenced Egyptian cultural life
in the period between 1859-1932. It deals with this character’s life, work, and many
achievements on the social, cultural, heritage, political, and economic levels.

Tadros Shenouh Al-Mangabadi is one of the Coptic Egyptians on whom the researcher tries to
shed light because of his vision and message, as he was one of the first people who tried to
create a newspaper that conveys and presents Egyptian society, especially Coptic society, in its
various aspects in an important period of the history of modern Egypt. He was one of the
founding members that worked on the establishment of the Coptic Museum with a group of
Coptic Egyptians, and he participated in his efforts and relations in accomplishing a lot for
Egyptian society at that time. Al- Mangabadi’s political and economic contributions did not
stop there, he had an important role in social life, and this is evident in his interest in reviving
the celebration of Nowruz or the Coptic New Year.

In the year 1899 AD, Tadros Shenouda Al-Mangabadi issued a religious, literary, and news
magazine called “Al-Nour.” The issues of this magazine are in the library of the Institute of
Coptic Studies in Abbasiya, which is the library gifted by Kamel Mikhael Abdel-Sayed. The
researcher was able to identify 15 issues of the magazine, which were issued on Saturday of
every week.

The work of Tadros Shenouda Al-Mangabadi did not stop there, but rather he translated the
book “History of the Coptic Nation” by Ms. A.L. Becher in 1900 AD, in which she talked about
Coptic history since Christianity entered Egypt, as well as discussing the Coptic Church. Al-
Mangabadi printed the book at his expense, as well as the translation.

Al-Mangabadi loved his Coptic identity and was a proud Egyptian. He was successful in his
professional life and reached high positions in the Egyptian government. He never hesitated to
serve his country and preserve its cultural heritage.

It was the role of the researcher to shed light once again and erase the dust on such an
important figure and showcase how influential he was in Egyptian life.

Keywords: Coptic heritage; Coptic Museum; History of the Coptic Church; Coptic nation;
Museums
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Dating Amarna, Astronomy versus Radiocarbon: Two
Archaeometries in Conflict?

Juan Antonio BELMONTE (Institute of Astrophysics of the Canary Islands, Santa Cruz de
Tenerife)

As shown in Belmonte and Lull (2022), the resulting chronological studies for either period of
Egyptian history are seldom contradictory. This paper will deal with the relationship between
two apparently conflicting archaeometries: The often discussed evidence related to astronomy
and the controversial but most interesting C14 models.

Astronomical evidence catalogues into three different classes. The first kind of evidence is
Sothic dating. The second has to do with the moon and the synodic month and the
relationship established in Egypt between the civil calendar and lunar feasts or temple services.
Finally, the third involves the sun. In this case, we can deal with two kinds of events: Eclipses
or sunrises (rarely sunsets) at special moments of the year. The latter has to do with the
wandering nature of the civil calendar. Dating Amarna includes these three kinds of evidence.

Carbon 14 dating is one of the most widespread and reliable systems of dating ancient
remains. However, in Egypt, C14 specialists have encountered numerous problems. One of
these controversial issues is dating Amarna. This was first dated in two different time intervals:
1368-1360 BC and 1336-1320 BC, depending on the type of material considered. Last decade
research has demonstrated that short-lived remains of living beings are the best objectives for
the analysis. A debatable offset of 195 years has entered the debate.

These controversies have not been much help in solving the problem. However, as we shall
discuss, astronomy has proven to be a serious auxiliary science to ancient chronology and Cl4
dating has also stood out as a premier league player in this extremely sophisticated game.

Keywords: Interdisciplinarity; Astronomy; Radiocarbon; Amarna; Chronology

Co-author: José LULL (Institute of Ancient Near Eastern Studies, Autonomous University of
Barcelona)

ceo

international congress of egyptologists

Sl paoll clale) Jgall paigall

LEIDEN 6-11 AUG 2023 ICE2023.COM



The Engraved Stela of Shorkaror and its Local Context at Jebel
Qeili, in the Heart of the Ancient Island of Meroe in Sudan

Monique BERNARD FERREOL (Paul Valéry University Montpellier 3)

This study was motivated by the singularity of the motif depicted on the Jebel Qeili stela, as
well as by the virtual absence of excavations on the site and of in-depth study, since the
prospection of 1958 led by Fr. Hintze for the Humboldt University of Berlin*.

The Kingdom of Meroe, in the first century of our era, was under the co-regency of
Natakamani and Amanitore. This reign is was characterized by a significant revival of arts,
particularly through an imposing architectural program. However, one of the princes,
Shorkaror, probably Amanitore’s son, is attested only by the victorious rock stela which depicts
him in detail at Jebel Qeili. It is located in the heart of Butana in Sudan, in the so-called Island
of Meroe. The scene is large in size, it is facing the Jebel Qeili and not the wadi, although it is
supposed to address the men who passed there.

This paradox has made it possible, during our latest research in situ, to suspect a link between
the mountain and the stela, possibly a sanctuary place. Thus, we seek to know if this link can
be established with the propaganda message of the stela. In the rock shelter that faces it, we
rediscovered in 2019 a cave painting of adoration to Amun, whose date we do not know. It is
currently the subject of our study, which should allow us to better understand the character of
Shorkaror. The question is to know if this prince, in royal attire on the stela, actually reigned
over the Kingdom of Meroe. In addition, the foreign influence (for instance, the sun god on the
stela), as well as the image of the offering to Amun in the cave, open a perspective towards a
new light on the Kingdom of Meroe.

*Fr. HINTZE, « Preliminary Report of the Butana Expedition,1958 » published in Kush, VI,
NCAM, Khartoum, 1959, p.171-196.

Keywords: Amanitore; Gebel Qeili; God Amun; Meroe; Meroitic; Natakamani; Rock shelters;
Shorkaror; Stela; Sudan; Victory scene
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Story-telling Biographies of Single Objects as an Engagement
Strategy for Museum Visitors

Elizabeth BETTLES (Netherlands Institute for the Near East, Leiden/Leiden University)

Huge objects associated with royalty can inspire a sense of awe in the museum visitor. Small
objects displayed in large clusters can be aesthetically attractive. But can the museum visitor
also be offered the chance to engage with single, small items which might seem to them
otherwise as lacking in particular significance? Is the strategy of story-telling in relation to
object biographies a method which could be of benefit here, especially with regard to
children? Biographies of museum objects usually cover aspects of connoisseurship, provenance
and scientific and technical analyses. Yet with Egyptian objects there is also the possibility that
their biographies can offer a connection with actual people of the ancient past and engage the
visitor with a view into them and their lives.

As an example of the potential for this story-telling strategy, | discuss what may be feasible
with a shabti-box from Deir el-Medina, which is now in storage in the Louvre. Much is already
known about individuals who lived in this artisans’ community. Over the centuries objects
from the site have become scattered to museums around the world, each with the possibility
of being linked to actual inhabitants of this settlement, as can this shabti-box. | examine the
potential of using a story-telling strategy for this item and offer a demonstration of what it
could entail.

Keywords: Museum visitor; Object biography; Story-telling; Shabti-box; Deir el-Medina
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Cutting Hands of Foes by the Hyksos: New Archaeological and
Scientific Evidence

Manfred BIETAK (Austrian Academy of Sciences/University of Vienna)

In front of a Hyksos palace at Tell el-Dab‘a pits with cut right hands have been found in 2011
and published in preliminary reports. It is the first time physical evidence of this grim practice
has been found in an unexpected early context. Several authors have commented on these
finds since, but it is the first time that an in depth study with osteological, archaeological, and
textual investigations has been done in a wider Near Eastern framework. This study produced
unexpected results and clarified earlier interpretations.

Keywords: Cut hands; Hyksos palace; Gold of valour; Warfare trophy; Punishment; Negative
magic

Co-author: Julia GRESKY (German Archaeological Institute, Berlin)
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Dressed for Eternity: The Collection of Mummy Bandages with
the Book of the Dead at Uppsala University

Nils BILLING (Uppsala University)

Museum Gustavianum (formerly the Victoria Museum) in Uppsala, Sweden, holds a
comprehensive collection of mummy bandages inscribed with texts and vignettes from the
Egyptian Book of the Dead. They can principally be dated from the Ptolemaic period or slightly
earlier (i.e. ca 400-100 BC) and was used in the wrapping of the dead at mummification. The
collection was purchased in Egypt in the 1890s by Karl Piehl, at the time professor of
Egyptology at the university. It comprises ¢. 250 specimens of various forms, types and size.
Apart from texts, most of the bandages also contain the traditional vignettes.

In the 1930s, Ernst Akmar Andersson made a preliminary inventory and identified a number of
specimens belonging to the same sets and their owners. His publication, Les bandelettes de
momie du Musée Victoria de Upsala (1932-9), contains eight sets of bandages, i.e. from eight
individual mummies, with photographs (in all 73 pieces of linen). The photographs, as could
be expected, do not meet the demands and standards in contemporary research. Still, Akmar’s
publication of parts of the Uppsala collection is to this day one of the most comprehensive
publications of a collection of mummy bandages, a situation that answers to the great
scholarly interest it continues to attract. However, apart from the 73 linen pieces found in
Akmar’s publication, another c. 150 specimens are left unpublished.

The talk will present the recent results from my project named ‘Dressed for Eternity’ that aims
to publish a large part of the collection, including transcription, transliteration and text-critical
apparatus. A selected number of specimens from the different individual sets will be shown to
illustrate differences in the hieratic writing, duplications, omissions, and other variations.

Keywords: Palaeography; Individual sets of bandages; Transcription; Vignettes
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How to Destroy a Statue in Ptolemaic Egypt: Multivariate
Statistical Analyses on the Cachette of Karnak

Ralph BIRK (Free University of Berlin)

In the Cachette of Karnak, over 750 stone statues and 17,000 bronzes, along with various other
types of objects, were found in the courtyard of the 7th Pylon of Karnak by G. Legrain in the
years 1903-1907. The stone statues reflect in their diachrony the activity of kings, officials and
priests in the temples of Karnak over a period of more than two millennia. However, the
cachette itself, created during the 1st century BC, shows signs of planned, structured practices
that altered the material integrity of statues before recontextualizing them underground. This
poster asks whether these destructions of private, royal and divine statues were systematic, and
if — how. Therefore 500 statues that were securely found in the Cachette were studied by using
an annotation system that differentiates the different modes of destruction, from chipping to
complete disintegration. A mixed-method approach, integrating qualitative and quantitative
methods, such as multivariate statistical analyses, is applied to study these correlations
between destruction patterns and other properties, such as statue types. These correlations can
point to coherent practices that preceded the statues’ burial in the court of the 7th pylon.
Together with qualitative approaches that highlight the secondary, subterranean constellations
of stone statues, new light can be shed on the religious interpretations of the Cachette of
Karnak as a whole. This poster is the result of collaborative and interdisciplinary research
project between Egyptology and Mathematics at the Excellence Cluster Math+ (FU Berlin, Zuse-
Institut Berlin).

Keywords: Karnak; Thebes; Statuary; Ptolemaic Egypt; Quantitative methods; DH
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Three Egyptologists Walk into a Bar: Disseminating
Egyptological Scholarship in Portuguese

Guilherme BORGES PIRES (Centre for the Humanities, Nova University Lisbon), Inés
ToRrRrES (Centre for the Humanities, Nova University Lisbon) & Luiza OsoRrio G. SiLVA
(University of Chicago)

The first podcast about Ancient Egypt in Portuguese—Trés Egiptélogues Entram Num Bar, or
Three Egyptologists Walk into a Bar—was started in 2022. Our original goals in starting this
podcast were to communicate Egyptological research to a broader audience, and to do it in an
unpretentious way that might convince those not otherwise interested in the ancient world to
listen. Now, with hundreds of listeners and a growing audience, the importance of that goal—
and the potential for projects such as these to disseminate scholarship—has become clear.
Egyptology in lusophone countries, primarily Brazil and Portugal, has for a long time been
considered peripheral. The interest this project continues to generate, as well as the growing
body of innovative scholarship by Portuguese-speaking Egyptologists, demonstrates that there
is both interest in the discipline and the ability to pursue that interest in these countries. What
is often lacking are the resources and infrastructure needed to support those who wish to
pursue an Egyptological career. The downward trend of the humanities seen in the United
States and Europe is even more prominent in countries where such disciplines were not well
supported in the first place, and the need to demonstrate the relevance of our studies—of not
only Ancient Egypt, but of the ancient world as a whole—continues to grow. This paper will
discuss the challenges but also the great pleasure involved in communicating scholarship to
the general public, as well as argue for the absolute necessity of doing so.

Keywords: Egyptology; Scientific outreach; Podcast; Lusophone countries
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Hairstyles from the South Tombs Cemetery at Tell el-Amarna

Jolanda Bos (Leiden University)

From a large non-elite burial ground near the South Tombs at Tell el-Amarna (ancient Akhet-
Aton), the South Tombs Cemetery (excavated between 2005 and 2013 by the Amarna Project),
numerous remains of human hair have been uncovered. This dataset is unique in terms of
completeness and periodization, and the hair samples have shown that human hair and hair
treatment is important for understanding the way in which the Ancient Egyptians cared for the
body. Hair remains from the South Tombs Cemetery also denote social stature and identity,
ritual practices and funerary beliefs in New Kingdom Egypt and Akhet-Aton in particular.

This paper presents the study of human hair from the South Tombs Cemetery and the role
this dataset plays in the understanding of hairstyles from the other non-elite cemeteries at Tell
el-Amarna (the North Tombs Cemetery, the North Desert Cemetery and the North Cliffs
Cemetery). The paper also addresses the fact that hair (and hairstyling) is understudied in
Egyptian archaeology and can be of particular interest to archaeologists. Hair and the way in
which it is worn is a generic physical feature that appears frequently in the (Egyptian)
archaeological record, both in non-elite and in elite burial contexts. Understanding the
treatment of hair and hairstyles can facilitate a fundamental level of comparison between
individuals and different parts of Ancient Egyptian civilization.

Keywords: Hair; Hairstyle; Tell el-Amarna; Social status; Burial rites; Mortuary practice
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From Dig to Digital: The Future of Scarab Documentation

Vanessa BoscHLOOS (Ghent University)

Scarabs are small in size, complex in shape and details, and they are omnipresent. Yet, the
documentation and publication of scarabs remain a low priority for many excavation teams
working in Egypt unless scarabs come in large numbers or are of particular importance for
understanding the excavated contexts or for chronology. Similarly, museum collections online
disclose basic information, at best accompanied by a limited number of photographs of
varying quality. As a result, many finds remain unknown, inaccessible to researchers or are
published summarily; scarabs excavated in Egypt remain underrepresented in scarab studies.

On the other hand, recent developments in scarab studies, putting more focus on intricate
details and holistic research questions, require access to thorough documentation of scarabs,
of which the ones coming from known archaeological contexts are the most valuable. Scarab
research is moving beyond the purely iconographical, chronological and typological
approaches to explore the materiality of scarabs, imitative styles, and groups of scarabs
sharing common diagnostic traits.

This poster addresses best practices and the dangers of losing a wealth of information without
proper documentation of these small finds before they end up in a storage magazine. It also
gauges the interest of the Egyptological community for the creation of an open digital
platform for excavated scarabs from Egypt and the Sudan. The authors raise the question: Do
you know what to do with your scarab finds and do you exploit their full potential?

Keywords: Scarabs; Documentation; Database; Archaeology; Collections
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Report on the Online Egyptological Bibliography

Francisco BoscH-PuUcHE (Griffith Institute, University of Oxford)

This paper will outline progress on the Online Egyptological Bibliography (OEB) since the Cairo
congress in November 2019, present enhancements under development, and discuss prospects
and challenges. The OEB is a core project of the International Association of Egyptologists,
published by the Griffith Institute, University of Oxford in partnership with Ludwig-
Maximilians-Universitat Munchen.

The OEB has grown to 167,000 (October 2022) searchable online records. Material is added as
soon as it is identified. Since the last ICE, a feature linking records, termed “relationships”, has
been released. The most frequent relationship is between a review, which is a separate record
in OEB, and the item reviewed; other relationships include translations, reprints, earlier and
later editions, comments, corrections, and additions. OEB has also developed a new style of
display for languages that do not use the Latin alphabet. This presents the original script, in
Unicode, and a transliteration/transcription according to a standard system, rendering items in
non-Roman scripts more accessible for users. This style has been implemented for Cyrillic
(mostly Russian and Ukrainian) and Chinese records, as well as tested for Greek and Japanese,
and is planned to be used in the near future for Arabic.

The paper will also include brief updates on the other main projects of the Griffith Institute:
The Topographical Bibliography and the Archive. For the former, progress on implementing a
new digital interface and developing case-studies will be discussed. For the latter, significant
recent accessions of manuscripts will be presented, as well as work — both completed projects
and ongoing - on the online catalogue.

Keywords: Online Egyptological Bibliography; Topographical Bibliography; Archive
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The Results of Experimental Imaging Techniques Applied in
Mummy and Artifact Studies

KKamila BRAULINSKA (University of Warsaw)

The animal mummies in Poland had been an understudied topic until the recent investigations
conducted within a new scientific project that has revealed their history, contents and enabled
their detailed analysis. In general, animal mummies are examined radiologically with classical
methods. The results of these are, however, not always satisfactory for the smallest specimens
or in the imaging of the small structures in the larger mummies. Therefore, these particularly
require a slightly different approach than the human mummies. Methods like micro CT or
synchrotron are not always available and particularly the latter seems to be highly destructive
for the DNA.

As a result of this, alternative and new digital non-invasive radiological methods have been
tested within the project, in order to enable the high-resolution studies of the tiny structures.
Several were particularly innovative. The results of i.a. multi-slice computed tomography
(MSCT), cone beam computed tomography (CBCT), digital radiography (DR), mammography
(MG), mammography - tomosynthesis were then compared to the results of the classical
examinations. The new solutions may be helpful not only in the case of animal mummies, but
also in the small structures of the human ones. They have also revealed a great potential in
examining other Egyptological artifacts.

Keywords: Animal mummies; Polish Animal Mummy Project; Digital Egyptology; Mummy
studies
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Recent Archaeological Survey and Documentation within the
Tomb of Thutmose IV (KV 43): A Preliminary Report

Nicholas (Nick) BROwN (University of California, Los Angeles)

In 1903, Howard Carter discovered the tomb of Thutmose IV (KV 43) while working on behalf
of Theodore Davis in the Valley of the Kings. As Carter and his team explored and cleared the
tomb, what they found was an unfinished tomb for the king that was heavily looted in
antiquity. Though all the chambers were fully carved out and their walls levelled off, only two
rooms in the tomb are partially decorated with painted scenes. Yet, in this unfinished state,
the tomb and the burial of Thutmose IV provides Egyptologists with the opportunity to better
understand the funerary preparations for a king during the 18th dynasty and the creation of his
eternal resting place.

Throughout the tomb, evidence remains of the Deir el-Medina crew’s work to create the
monument. The author will present recent survey data from the tomb and how the remaining
evidence informs us on the ways in which this tomb was quarried, stocked, used, and
eventually restored in the late 18th dynasty for the burial of Thutmose IV. Some of the findings
presented include: A proposal for the sequence of events to carve the burial chamber, the
crew’s methods for bringing in the king’s sarcophagus, a discussion of the unique techniques
employed to carve KV 43, a proposal for the stocking and storage of funerary items within the
tomb ahead of the king’s burial, and a discussion of the newly documented graffito from side
chamber Jd.

Keywords: Valley of the Kings; Thutmose IV; Deir el-Medina; Funeral preparations
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The Story of Hori’s Statue: A Case Study of Statuary
Recontextualisation in Deir el-Medina

David BRUGGER (University of Manchester)

The approach of Ancient Egyptian statuary is too often limited to the discussion of the
artefacts themselves, be it from an iconographic or epigraphical perspective. At best, art
historical questions are considered, but further contextual analysis is generally missing,
admittedly hindered by the lack of evidence inherent to portable antiquities extracted from
their original environment. However, in the case of Deir el-Medina, the statuary comes with
arguably one of the richest evidence contexts there is, and yet its globally spread corpus has
surprisingly not been consolidated, let alone analysed. Which new insights could be gained
about the intention, production, and function of statues by regrouping and recontextualising
artefacts with the exceptional wealth of data provided by this unique, but by no means
representative, village?

This paper will present the latest case study from the ongoing research project, currently
focussing on the private statuary. A relatively unknown and unpublished statue of the
Ramesside vizier Hori, found in Deir el-Medina and currently hidden in a store on Luxor’'s West
Bank, will be examined not so much for its iconographical, stylistic, and technical
characteristics, but with textual, visual, and prosopographical data from its ancient context as
well as evidence from its modern archaeological history. A possibly unique conjunction of
sketch, text, object, and findspot will reveal a multifaceted story and give Hori’s statue a whole
new life.

This case study should open a critical dialogue to refine the applied approach—bridging
traditional Egyptology silos—before it is deployed on the broader corpus, in particular on the
significant portion of pieces still in Deir el-Medina, to pursue in fine a complete publication.

Keywords: New Kingdom; Deir el-Medina; §7t; Statuary; Self-presentation
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Linking Thebes and Abydos: New Data Based on the Pottery
from Newly Discovered 25th Dynasty Tombs in the South
Asasif Necropolis

Julia BuDKA (Ludwig Maximilian University of Munich)

The South Asasif Conservation Project has focussed since 2006 on the architecture and
decoration of monumental Late Period tombs, most prominently the Kushite tombs of
Karakhamun and Karabasken. Since 2020, several previously unknown non-monumental
tombs from the 25th dynasty have been unearthed by the international team led by Elena
Pischikova. These tombs with mudbrick superstructures find close parallels in the northern
Asasif and attest to a complex use-life which is comparable to the monumental tombs. The
most recent excavations testify that the South Asasif necropolis was much larger than
previously thought and densely used for several hundreds of years.

This presentation will give the first report on the ceramics found in these newly discovered
tombs, studied in 2021 and 2022. The dating, function, parallels, and differences to the
ceramics from the monumental tombs will be discussed. A special focus will be on ceramics
with a presumed ritual function. One ritual deposit found in the open courtyard of the new
tomb SACP 3 is of particular importance. This deposit associated with brooms, goat dung and
some organics, comprises mostly 25th dynasty pottery, most remarkable several so-called
gaab-dishes, well-known from Umm el-Qaab at Abydos as votive offerings for Osiris. This,
together with findings in other tombs of the South Asasif necropolis, allows a renewed
discussion of the relationships and cultic connections between Thebes and Abydos during the
Kushite era.

Keywords: Asasif; Kushite; 25th dynasty; Thebes; Abydos; Funerary ritual; Osiris
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When the Desert Came to the River: An Increasing Role of
Desert Resources in the Late Old Kingdom?

John BURN (Macquarie University)

My studies have investigated the ecological changes that may have occurred at the end of the
Old Kingdom. Lower-than-usual flood levels and uncharacteristic rainfall events affected the
environmental properties of the river. Consequently, the nutrient balance within the river
changed, changing the characteristics of the food webs associated with it. Less reliable
irrigation appeared to have rendered cultivation less reliable. As cultivation diminished,
marshland resources such as fish and waterfowl became more important, and cattle became a
significant factor in the resource bases.

At the same time, desert animals became more habituated to human contact, and
representations of them became an increasingly important part of offering procession scenes
at this time. The presentation will present a summary of these findings and, provide an
ecological underpinning of why this may have occurred. Hopefully, it will expand upon the role
that desert-based resources played in late Old Kingdom society.

Keywords: Climate change; Societal transformation; Resilience; Adaptation
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A Social Topography: The Funerary Landscape of Zawyet
Sultan in the Old Kingdom

Richard BussMANN (University of Cologne)

The paper presents results of the recent excavation of a non-elite Old Kingdom cemetery at
Zawyet Sultan and compares the evidence to other cemeteries in provincial Egypt. It discusses
how the social organisation of communities are reflected in the spatial arrangement of
cemeteries in the landscape.

Keywords: Zawyet Sultan; Social archaeology; Landscape; Old Kingdom; Funerary culture
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WebGlyph: A Free Web Version of GLYPH
Jan BUURMAN (Digital Egyptology)

In summer 2021 a new version of the hieroglyphic text processor GLYPH was launched: See
GM 264 (2021), 207-212. It is entirely web-based and will be freely available to all users.

The program has evolved over the years: 1969: University mainframe, 1986: IBM-PC, 1990s:
WinGlyph, MS-Windows.

Unfortunately, WinGlyph does not run on today’s platforms (e.g. Windows 10).

After consulting with Hans van den Berg, we decided to create from scratch a new web-
version to enable any end-user platform, including Apple and Linux.

The web version supports all features described in the Manuel de Codage, accepted in 1988 by
the International Association of Egyptologists.

The coding follows Gardiner’s Sign List, allowing phonetic codes to be used where possible.
All signs from the Extended Library are included as well as some additional signs, among
others, for the transcription of hieratic as defined by Gardiner.

Some new features have been added:
« Variable stroke widths
« Text preview
+ Flexible line spacing, interspacing of groups of signs
- Tabulation jumps for publication purposes
- Digitizer (to add new hieroglyphs)
« Group-editor
Signs created with digitizer or group-editor may be made accessible to others.
The system is compatible with WinGlyph-extensions.
The web-site is: http://71.174.62.16/Demo/WebGlyph2; username: guest, password: guest.

The program generates hieroglyphs in SVG-format (Scalable Vector Graphics). The resulting
graphics can be used in other documents.

Keywords: GLYPH; WebGlyph
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The Reception of Julius Caesar’s Portrait in Roman Egypt

Giorgia CAFicI (University of Verona)

The present paper aims to present preliminary results of my on-going research focussed on
the analysis of Late Ptolemaic and Roman sculpture as part of the multidisciplinary project

‘RESP-The Roman Emperor seen from the Provinces. Imaging Roman Power in the Cities of
the Empire from Augustus to the Tetrarchs, 31 BC-AD 297’.

The RESP project is an ERC-funded research (GA: 101002763) aiming to provide a
comprehensive study of the visual and material representation of Roman emperors in the
imperial provinces from a new thematically bottom-up perspective, which takes provincial
culture and art as the point of departure to look back at Rome. Among the Roman provinces,
Egypt holds a unique place, exceptional for its exchange of languages, cultural habits, and
religious traditions, and for how they impacted visual and material culture. The RESP
methodological approach to the study of imperial portraits will compare coins minted in
Alexandria and in the Eastern provinces with sculpture, both in Classical and Egyptian style, to
trace the particularly Egyptian perspective and set it within a wider provincial context.

This paper presents the case study of the portrait of Julius Caesar and its Egyptian reception. It
traces the portrait through certain Egyptian private Late Ptolemaic/Early Roman sculptures (for
example Cairo Egyptian Museum inv. CG 697 and Museo Barracco inv. 31) and considers the
evidence of how Caesar’s image spread in Egypt on small-format objects, such as Egyptian
seals (for example Allard Pierson Museum inv. 2679), in order to discuss its reception in
different contexts and on different media.

Keywords: Ptolemaic Egypt; Roman Egypt; Egyptian sculpture; Egyptian portraiture
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Small Finds in Domestic Contexts on the Egyptian
Northeastern Frontier during the Third Intermediate Period
and Early Saite Period (10th-7th centuries BC)

Eva Amanda CALOMINO (University of Granada)

This paper seeks to study the set of small finds found in domestic contexts for the eastern
Delta area (Egypt), dating from the middle of the Third Intermediate Period to the Early Saite
Period. This will include a review and characterization of the special finds from domestic
contexts of the urban settlement of Tell el-Ghaba (North Sinai). Tell el-Ghaba was an urban
Egyptian frontier post occupied during the 10th to 7th centuries BC, located on the eastern
border of the Nile Delta. The settlement was connected to Egypt through the Pelusiac branch
of the Nile and to southern Palestine through the coastal plain that stretches between the Suez
Canal and the Gaza strip. The evidence suggests that at least by the beginning of the 9th
century BC, the site had already some degree of interaction with the Eastern Mediterranean
trade network. In this frontier context, both people and goods were in movement and
interaction, therefore the predominance of small finds of local origin is striking, including
wdjat, figurines, amulets, scarabs, earrings, rings, beads, platelets, seals, and game pieces.
These objects were recovered in well-defined contexts in the systematic excavations carried out
by the Argentine Archaeological Mission since 1995. This portable assemblage is being studied
from a novel theoretical-methodological perspective and classified into categories without
referring to the functional question as the primary level of object classification. The study of
the small finds found in the domestic structures contributes to understanding the daily
activities carried out by its inhabitants as well as their characteristics and beliefs.

Keywords: Small finds; Domestic contexts; Eastern Delta; 10th-7th centuries BC; Tell el-Ghaba
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Everyday Wear and Tear in the Origins: The Evolution of
Social Inequalities in Predynastic Egypt and the Kingdom of
Kerma through Osteoarthritis and Vertebral Pathology

Jared CARBALLO PERez (University of La Laguna)

The use and degeneration of the joint areas of the human body allow us to shed some light
on the evolution of the daily life of those individuals whose stories have been silenced. In this
contribution we have carried out the osteoarchaeological analysis of the bodies of 259
individuals from nine Egyptian cemeteries from between the Badarian Neolithic and the Old
Kingdom (el-Badari, el-Ballas, Nagada, and Hu), and two Nubian cemeteries from the Kerma
(Northern Dongola Reach). From the changes observed in their bones, we will approach issues
such as the different daily patterns of activity between Nubians and Egyptians, the evolution of
subsistence patterns during the formation of the Nilotic states, the incorporation of gender
inequalities, or the social status of age.

Keywords: Predynastic; Kerma; Badarian; Old Kingdom; Embodiment; Physical activity
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| Have Not Been Deaf to Words of Truth: Metaphors
Regarding ‘Deafness’ in Ancient Egyptian Textual Corpora

llaria CARIDDI (G. Vitelli Papyrological Institute, University of Florence)

The paper aims to assess the scope and significance of the ample body of figurative uses of
‘deafness’ in literature, biographies, miscellanies, and several other genres, employing the
tools of conceptual metaphor theory. As Teachings describe Ancient Egyptian society as
grounded on active hearing, portraying the ideal of an ‘homo auditor’ (J. Assmann), topoi
based on deficiencies in hearing and comprehending are particularly vivid.

They include images of obduracy, as with idle scribes deemed ‘deaf to education and
reproaches, or the pavid army of Ramses II; but positive aspects, such as ‘acting deaf towards
provocations and verbal violence, are also attested. Eulogies portray the performative ability of
the pharaoh to “teach the mute to speak, he opens the ears of the deaf”, while temporary
(non-literal?) loss of hearing and incapacity to process discourse are described in literature.
Metaphors regarding hearing impairments also concur to paint the dire setting of
incommunicability and indifference of the Discourses - from the world of ‘moral deafness’
detailed by Neferti, to the accusations of the Eloquent Peasant towards the authority: “His face
is blind to what he sees, deaf to what he hears”.

The study also considers the diachronic processes of innovation and re-semantisation in
lexicon and phrases, and an analysis of quantity and clusters of metaphors, especially in the
domain of ‘cultural texts’.

Keywords: Deaf; Deafness; Literature; Teachings; Wisdom; Ethics; Metaphors; Biographies
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New Kingdom Anthropoid Clay Coffins: The Ugly Duckling of
Coffins. Rescuing and Repositioning a Forgotten and
Overlooked Egyptian Funerary Object

Paola CARTAGENA PIANA (Independent Researcher)

Early explorers name in their finds many New Kingdom anthropoid clay coffins at various sites
in Egypt. They were identified as foreign or lower-class burials, and were not properly
published, studied, or restored, because they were not considered to be of interest. Their
archaeological context has been lost, most were abandoned on site, and very few coffins or
only their faceplates made it to museums.

To broaden our understanding of this object and consider its importance within Egyptian
material culture, | focussed my research on Gurob anthropoid clay coffins from Dynasties 18
and 19, made a catalogue with their funerary goods and a comparative analysis with parallels
from other sites in Egypt, Nubia, and the Levant. From the evidence available, | concluded that
these coffins were not an unusual funerary object; there is nothing that suggests or confirms
that they belonged to foreigners or lower classes burials, rather, their owners could have been
high-ranking Egyptian administrative or military officials.

In the second stage of my ongoing research, | broaden my scope to the Delta and the Fayum.
Based on the analysis of better documented specimens, | want to know if anthropoid clay
coffins were a northern funerary custom due to the higher concentration of these type of
coffins on these sites. What does the iconography in its decorations mean? What did its
occupants seek in their afterlife? Why did they choose this material for their burials?

My research relates to the central theme of the congress since Egyptology will remain relevant
through the reevaluation of objects interpreted under the biased criteria of those who decided
which objects were worthy of in-depth studies; and with Egyptologists from around the world
contributing to the discipline by accessing information virtually.

Keywords: Anthropoid clay coffins; Delta; Gurob; Fayum; Material; Afterlife; New Kingdom
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A Digital Glossary of Ancient Zodiacal Terms

Christian CASEY (Free University of Berlin)

As part of the ERC-funded project: ZODIAC - Ancient Astral Science in Transformation, we are
preparing an online glossary of zodiacal terms in several ancient languages, including
Egyptian. While providing a useful tool for our ongoing study of the development and spread
of astral science in the ancient Mediterranean, the Zodiac Glossary website will also be
available to all scholars and the general public as a free resource. My paper provides an
introduction to the Glossary in an effort to make this resource as accessible as possible.

In the process of introducing academic audiences to the Glossary itself, | will also briefly
describe the challenges of building a computational tool for the study of multiple ancient
languages. Perhaps unsurprisingly, Egyptian Demotic presents an especially difficult obstacle
to any attempt to digitize ancient textual data. Our solution to these problems may offer a way
forward for other Egyptologists who face similar challenges.

Keywords: Digital Egyptology; Interdisciplinary Egyptology; Egyptian language; Demotic
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Archaeo-anthropological Study of Tomb 45 in Oxyrhynchos

Nuria CASTELLANO (Institute of Ancient Near East Studies, University of Barcelona/Open
University of Catalonia) & Bibiana AGuUsTi (Institute of Ancient Near East Studies,
University of Barcelona/Autonomous University of Barcelona)

The city of Oxyrhynchos is known for its necropolis, which remained in use from the Saite
period to the Arab conquest. Although the most relevant tombs are Saite, since 2019 several
tombs of the Late Period have been excavated. The most important feature is a polygonal
ceiling, but we now present a new typology, with a flat ceiling.

Tomb 45 was built following some of the characteristics of tombs at the Upper Necropolis of
Oxyrhynchos and new elements. Inside were the remains of a mummified individual who was
studied in the laboratory of the Mission.

Due to the successive occupation of the necropolis, Coptic funerary structures were built on
top of ancient Roman stone tombs. And in most cases, the Roman tombs imitate nearby Saite
tombs. During the 2020 archaeological season we excavated Roman tomb 40 and under the
mummified remains of an individual on the pavement we noticed a small rectangular-shaped
stone structure. What at first sight looked like the entrance shaft of a tomb, turned out to be
the back of a Late Period tomb. The looting of the funerary structure was evidenced not only
by the destruction of the roof but also by the poor state of the mummy. The contents of the
tomb were sieved to recover part of the grave goods and the human remains were taken to a
laboratory for further study. The anthropological analyses allowed us to know the state of
health of the deceased and to delve into some of the practices of mummification during the
Late Period. Despite the poor state of preservation and the lack of basic grave goods, the
mummification carried out suggests that the buried individual was upper class.

With this new tomb, we will proceed to review some of the existing funerary structures to look
for a parallel of this new typology.

Keywords: Oxyrhynchos; Late Period tomb; Funerary archaeology; Anthropological study
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The Ushabti Project in the Egyptian Museum of Florence

Giacomo CAVILLIER (Cairo University/Egyptology and Coptic Civilization Study Centre
‘J.F. Champollion’ of Genoa-Cairo)

The ushabti project started in 2008, and is now in its third publication of the Florence
Egyptian Museum catalogues. The study of the Third Intermediate Period artifacts in the
Florentine collection has enabled the author to establish useful comparisons with other foreign
collections and to understand the possible diffusion and dispersal following the Franco-Tuscan
expedition to Egypt in 1828-1829 led by Champollion. In fact, the main core of the Florentine
collection consists of the expedition’s artifacts, the Nizzoli collection and the Ricci collection, to
which are added other minor but no less important items, among them, the lot of ushabtis
from the royal cachette at Deir el-Bahari. The comparative analysis of the latter coherent set of
finds with others in various museum collections enabled the author to establish the possible
typological variants of the period ascribed to the high priests of Amun and their relatives.

Keywords: Ushabti; Florence; Champollion; Nizzoli; Ricci; Franco-Tuscan expedition
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Lexical Semantics Applied to Ancient Egyptian: Interactional
Scenarios between Metaphor and Classifiers in the Lexicon

Gaelle CHANTRAIN (University of Liege)

Figurative language is a constant element in the expression of abstract concepts across
cultures and languages and plays an important role in lexical semantic evolution. Indeed,
metaphor- and metonymy-based trans-field extensions constitute a major trigger for polysemy
and semantic shift. However, figurative language and the related lexical evolution dynamics are
notoriously difficult to study for dead languages because of the absence of native speakers. In
Egyptian though, the writing system, especially the classifiers, can help circumventing the
problem.

This paper shows how methodological tools from semantics and cognitive linguistics can be
applied to the study of Ancient Egyptian. The advantages of such study are multiple: 1) It helps
providing a better description and understanding of the Egyptian lexicon and of its evolution in
diachrony; 2) a better elucidation of the Egyptian data allows for their inclusion in cross-
linguistic studies and thus its comparison with other languages.

Following a brief introduction to the corpus, the first section presents the theoretical frame of
the study and details the variables that define the interactional scenarios between metaphor
and classifiers in the lexicon. This section also presents a new assessment and description of
the classification strategies that can be observed in Late Egyptian hieratic.

The last section provides concrete illustrations of the various scenarios through case studies
from two test domains: COGNITION and (INTER)PERSONAL BEHAVIOUR (here meant as an
umbrella term for emotion, personality and social interaction). These two domains were
chosen because they are ideal candidates for being the seat of metaphor-induced polysemy
due to their high level of abstraction.

Keywords: Lexical semantics; Classifiers; Metaphor
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Reconsidering Temple Decorative Programmes during the
18th Dynasty: Interconnections between Theban Royal Tombs
and Temples

Linda CHAPON (Paul Valéry University Montpellier 3)

Specific constructions designated as ‘temples of millions of years’, often called in Egyptological
literature ‘funerary temples’, spread from the beginning of the New Kingdom in Western and
Eastern Thebes, as well as in other areas of Egypt. An ongoing project carried out at the
University Paul-Valéry Montpellier 3 aims to reconsider the decorative programmes of these
temples in connection with royal ideology.

This paper focusses on reassessing the interactions between the tombs, temples of millions of
years and other temples in regard to iconographic and textual material. In the 18th dynasty,
the royal tomb clearly dissociates itself from the ‘funerary’ temples of the Old and Middle
Kingdoms. The temples of millions of years were surely heirs of these former royal
constructions, without being specifically funerary. Scholars agree that these so-called temples
of millions of years were intended for the cult of the king associated with the main deity of
Thebes, Amon, and with the eternal regeneration on earth and in the hereafter of royal power.
What is noteworthy is that more than one temple of millions of years was constructed during
the reign of some kings. It seems clear that those situated in Western Thebes may have
responded to a particular funerary, ritual and ideological landscape. We may then ask how the
king’s cult in life and after death in the temples of millions of years, particularly those situated
in Western Thebes, interact with that performed in other temples. The use of complementary
iconographic and textual elements in tombs and temples had to respond, as for the Old and
Middle Kingdom complexes, to a specific discourse which reflected the theological needs of
the reign and the monument and thus had to be carefully chosen.

Keywords: New Kingdom; Thebes; Royalty; Temples of millions of years; Tombs; Iconography
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The Mut Temple Project: Insight into the City of Thebes

Violaine CHAUVET (University of Liverpool)

Since 2018, the University of Liverpool, in collaboration with the Johns Hopkins University, has
been working in the southern part of the temple of Mut in Luxor, initiating a new phase in the
exploration of the site focussing on the emerging evidence of New Kingdom settlement.

The excavation area is located outside the known limits of the New Kingdom precinct, where
Late Period buildings have been documented laying directly on top of New Kingdom
occupation layers. This stratigraphic sequence has given access to elements of domestic mud-
brick architecture belonging to an elite house of the New Kingdom: Painted walls, columns
and cultic niches reminiscent of domestic installations at Amarna and Deir el-Medina. This
paper will report on the results of the latest, 2022 excavation season, and discuss the different
patterns of occupations emerging to the south of the Mut temple precinct, and initiate a
discussion on the nature of the city of Thebes in the New Kingdom.

Keywords: Settlement archaeology; New Kingdom Thebes; Domestic architecture
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Cataloguing Ancient Egypt: Jean Capart the Documentalist

Wouter CLAES (Royal Museums of Art and History, Brussels)

Jean Capart was a versatile and ambitious man, all too well known as the founding father of
Belgian Egyptology. As a museum curator, he was instrumental in the development of the
Egyptian collection of the Royal Museums of Art and History in Brussels (RMAH), as a
university professor he occupied the first chair of Egyptology at a Belgian university, and as an
Egyptologist he initiated the first Belgian excavations in Egypt while at the same time
publishing numerous books and papers. A real public figure, Capart was also keen on
disseminating the latest research to the public and deftly navigated in various higher circles,
whether royal, diplomatic or financial, to achieve his ambition to put Brussels at the very heart
of international Egyptological research.

Less known is the great importance Capart attached to the availability of scientific
documentation as he fostered an unshakeable belief in the emancipatory power of knowledge.
This paper explores how Capart as a documentalist created an encompassing research
infrastructure for Egyptology at the RMAH, consisting of one of the best Egyptological libraries,
a vast photographic archive as well as a collection of plaster casts meant to constitute a sort of
global museum of Egyptian art. He also issued the fiches bibliographiques, which can be
considered the forerunner of the AEB/OEB, and started the compilation of a comprehensive
Encyclopédie de I’'Egypte ancienne. It will be argued that Capart’s documentary and
encyclopaedic approach found inspiration in the philosophy of the Mundaneum, created by
Paul Otlet and Henri Lafontaine. Also housed on the same premises as the RMAH in the
Cinquantenaire Parc, it was famous for its ambition to gather and structure all available
knowledge as a universal body of documentation.

Keywords: History of Egyptology; Egyptological research infrastructure; Jean Capart; Egypt

Co-authors: Marleen DE MEYER (KU Leuven), Athena VAN DER PERRE (KU Leuven), Aude GRAZER
OHARA (Royal Museums of Art and History, Brussels), Vincent OETERS (KU Leuven) & Luc
DELVAUX (Royal Museums of Art and History, Brussels)

ceo

international congress of egyptologists

Sl paoll clale) Jgall paigall

LEIDEN 6-11 AUG 2023 ICE2023.COM



The Necropolis of Akhmim and its Inhabitants (800 BC - 200
AD): A Digital Project on the Ancient and Modern History of
the Site

Marion CLAUDE (French Institute for Oriental Archaeology, Cairo)

During the late 19th century, the discovery and excavations of the Akhmim necropolis by
Gaston Maspero and his rais Khalil Sakkar led to the dispersion of the funerary material from
the tombs throughout the world. The laws of the time indeed split the results of excavations
half for the Bulag museum and half for the local excavators, who then sold it to various
museums and tourists. Due to this, the history of the necropolis of Akhmim is little known and
has not received as much attention as deserved.

Through the creation of an XML database project for this funerary material, including both the
excavation history of the object and the prosopographical, textual and artistic data | aim at
reconstructing the recent history of the exploration of the necropolis and the antiquities
networks in the late 19th and early 20th century, as well as studying the relationships between
the different objects from the necropolis: Giving back, virtually, their integrity to funerary
ensembles dispersed in various museums; reconstructing families and professional networks;
examining the design of the objects in order to shed light on the presence of ateliers and
artists; refining the chronology of the city.

This project, that | will be developping during the next four years at least, will therefore be of
interest for the understanding of the social environment of the inhabitants of Akhmim in the
Late to Roman period but also for the knowledge of excavation practices and the circulation of
artefacts from site to museums and collections during the last 150 years and an occasion to
reflect on these practices.

Keywords: Akhmim; Digital Egyptology; Historiography; Prosopography
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Presenting the Getty Book of the Dead Online and In-Gallery
Sara CoLE (. Paul Getty Museum, Los Angeles)

The Getty Villa Museum in Los Angeles, California holds within its collection a little-known
group of nineteen hieratic Book of the Dead manuscripts, ranging in date from the early New
Kingdom to the late Ptolemaic period. Seven of these manuscripts are written on papyrus,
while the remaining twelve are written on strips of linen mummy wrappings. The manuscripts
were owned by collector Sir Thomas Phillipps (1792-1872), and donated to the Getty in 1983.
Since that time, they have remained in storage and have never been publicly displayed or fully
published.

In 2018, Getty antiquities curator Sara E. Cole, together with visiting scholars, began
reexamining these manuscripts in earnest, resulting in a number of projects. Dr. Cole
developed a small digital exhibit of the material for the platform Google Arts & Culture in
2020. Egyptologist Foy Scalf (The Oriental Institute of the University of Chicago) is now
preparing a digital, open access publication of the corpus for Getty Publications’ Quire
platform in 2024. This volume will set a precedent for future digital publications of ancient
papyri, and making it available at no cost will allow for much wider accessibility than
traditional print publications. Dr. Cole, in consultation with Dr. Scalf, is developing an in-
gallery exhibition of the manuscripts at the Getty Villa, scheduled to open November 1, 2023.
These endeavours provide a case study for fruitful collaboration between Egyptologists and
museum curators, the use of digital platforms like GA&C and digital publications, and in-
gallery presentations that make Egyptological material more accessible and engaging both for
scholars and the wider public. Such collaborative efforts will be vital to the future of
Egyptology and its relevance to broader audiences.

Keywords: Museology; Book of the Dead; Exhibition; Digital
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Who Publishes the Past? An Analysis of Authorial Bias within
Prestigious Egyptological Journals

Jake CoLLoFF (Harvard University)

Research on gender bias in archaeology distinguishes between two modes of critique. Content
critiques seek to correct interpretations of the past that have overlooked the role of
marginalized groups. Equity critiques, however, interrogate the demographics of knowledge
production and dissemination, aiming to understand how such biases affect scholarly
literature. To date, most equity critiques in Egyptology have focussed predominantly on
showing the significant historical impact of women and native Egyptian scholars in the
development of the field, and are thus typically found within the sub-discipline of ‘history of
Egyptology’. This presentation in contrast, investigates the persistent biases in publishing
trends within prestigious Egyptological journals. This study analyses 1,536 articles published
across the journals B/IFAO, JEA and ZAS over a 32-year period (1990-2021), using names and
online research to collect data on the gender and nationality of all authors who contributed to
each article. These data are then analysed, revealing a persisting intersectional bias in
Egyptological literature towards non-Egyptian (mostly Western) and male scholars. It argues
that, as these journals are some of the most highly regarded periodicals in the discipline, the
lack of diversity within the authorship reflects a lingering Western-male bias in the production
of influential Egyptological scholarship. Overall, this preliminary study argues that diversity in
authorship is a persisting problem within Egyptology. While the study itself does not offer any
solutions to this problem, it demonstrates a baseline and concludes by offering suggestions for
further research that will bring more clarity on this subject, and facilitate developing solutions
to resolve this issue.

Keywords: Authorial bias; Gender; Nationality; Intersectionality; Research dissemination
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Objects from el-Hibe at the ‘Egyptian Museum’ of Florence:
A Revaluation of the Assemblage Starting from the Pottery

Anna CONSONNI (Ministry of Culture, Italy/National Archaeological Museum, Florence)

The Italian mission of the Societa italiana per la ricerca dei papiri greci e latini in Egitto,
directed by Evaristo Breccia, undertook extensive excavations at el-Hibe in 1934 and 1935,
uncovering structures and burials dating from the Third Intermediate Period to Roman times.
As known, part of the finds from these excavations were donated to the ‘Egyptian Museum’ of
Florence, a major section of the National Archaeological Museum, where they arrived in 1937
along with some documents now preserved in the Archive. So far, the about 1400 objects are
only partly published and exposed.

With this contribution we would like to resume the study of the materials preserved in
Florence, presenting for the first time an overview of the pottery: About one hundred vases
dating between the Third Intermediate Period and the Roman period. The functional and
typological study of the pottery, linked with the already known information on other categories
of objects, may contribute to a better understanding of their original context and of the nature
and the use-life of the structures uncovered during the Italian excavation. It will be also a
starting point for the revaluation of the assemblage in view of future projects of study and
valorisation.

Keywords: Egyptian Museum of Florence; El-Hibe; Pottery
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Elites Relying on Cultural Memory for Regime Building

Kathlyn CooNEY (University of California Los Angeles)

Theban elites of the late 20th and 21st dynasties relied on veneration of 17th and 18th dynasty
kings to support their regimes ideologically. The cults of Ahmose-Nefertari and Amenhotep |
were vibrant in the west Theban region especially, and their oracles were essential to solving
the many disputes of the time. Herihor connected his own militarily-achieved kingship to his
position in the Karnak priesthood using the ancestor kings as touchstones. 21st dynasty
Theban elites began to name their children after 18th dynasty monarchs; Theban High Priest
and king Panedjem named a daughter Maatkare, ostensibly after Hatshepsut of the 18th
dynasty, and a son Menkheperre after Thutmose Ill. Examination of the 20th and 21st dynasty
interventions of the royal mummies from Dra Abu el Naga and the Valley of the Kings
indicates these royal corpses were used as sacred effigies of a sort, rewrapped and placed into
regilded containers even after they had been stripped of their treasures and golden
embellishments.

Men like Herihor and Panedjem, one of them at least of Meshwesh origins, worked within an
Upper Egyptian cultural system that put its temple communities of practice before its military,
veiling their politics with pious rituals and oracular pronouncements. Such elites negotiated
their identities and power grabs through the cultural memory of the region’s royal ancestors.

Keywords: Cultural memory; Power; Identity; Royal ancestor cults
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Defining Ethnicity through Iconography: BD Spell 151 and the
Funerary Motifs on Ptolemaic and Roman Mummy Masks and
Cases

Lorelei CORCORAN (University of Memphis)

Recent research on the population of Egypt under Ptolemaic, and then Roman rule, struggles
with defining the ethnicity of the inhabitants of Egypt during these periods of multi-cultural
influence. What are the criteria that should be applied to define the ethnicity of the patrons of
Egyptian-influenced funerary equipment in the Ptolemaic and Roman periods? This poster will
address evidence from quantifiable categories such as cost, literacy, ownership of luxury goods,
and the afterlife beliefs and motifs represented on masks and coffins that demonstrate the
continuity of ideas from earlier periods, based on their conformance to spells in the Book of
the Dead, that may help to establish a consensus for the nomenclature that references the
ethnicity of these individuals and acknowledges the regional specific i.e. Egyptian nature of
their cultural identities.

Keywords: Ethnicity; Greek; Roman; Egyptian; Book of the Dead; Iconography
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Traces of Piccinini, an Italian in 19th Century Thebes: Digging
in the Archives

Eva CORNELISSE (Leiden University)

His name is barely known, even among Egyptologists, and only little information is available
about the Italian Piccinini (fl. 1819-1829) who excavated in western Thebes in the 1820’s. The
Napoleontic campaign in Egypt and the consolidation of power by Muhamed Ali had not only
increased interest in Ancient Egypt but also made it possible to visit the land more safely. An
ever-growing stream of Egyptian objects reached Europe, many of them from Thebes, laying
the foundations for today’s Egyptological collections in European museums. Consuls such as
Bernardino Drovetti for France and Henry Salt for Great Britain got involved in this rush for
antiquities and rivalry was fierce. Piccinini was one of the agents put on the spot. Living
amidst all these developments in a tomb in Dra Abu ’n-Naga, he was engaged in collecting
antiquities for the Swedish consul-general Giovanni d’Anastasi. He was there at the time of
Belzoni and was still there at the arrival of the Franco-Tuscan expedition: He must have seen it
all. Obviously, he is frequently mentioned by early travellers. This paper will explore Piccinini’s
life and activities in early 19th century Thebes and his significance for the field of Egyptology.
Archival research in the manuscripts of early Egyptologists such as Hay, Burton and Wilkinson,
in the diaries and letters of Rosellini and other members of the expedition, as well as in
d’Anastasi’s diplomatic correspondence, has yielded a wealth of new material that will be
presented here. He was involved in the discovery of many Theban tombs and his name can be
linked to a surprising number of objects currently in European museums. Emerging from the
shadows, Piccinini’s traces turn out to be clear.

Keywords: History of Egyptology; Archival research; New material
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Arsinoé Rediscovered: New Results from the Study of the Site
and Its Terracotta Masterpieces

Alessio Corsl (UR 4030 HLLI, University of the Littoral Opal Coast)

In December 1964 the Italian archaeological mission of the Florence Papyrological Institute,
directed by Prof. Sergio Bosticco, set foot in Arsinoé in search for papyri. He did not know that
this would be the Institute’s only campaign in Arsinoé, and that the excavated area with its
important archaeological remains would have been lost with the expansion of the city of
Medinet el-Fayyum.

Some 450 fragmentary terracotta statuettes were granted to the Florence Papyrological
Institute by the Supreme Council of Antiquities and then brought to Florence, but they were
never entirely and rigorously examined until recently.

Thanks to cutting-edge digital technologies, what was thought to be perpetually lost has now
rediscovered a new future.

This talk presents the results of an innovative approach to the study of the scarce
documentation from the site of Arsinoé in a collaboration between the Institute and the
Department of Civil Engineering of the University of Pavia.

Moreover, it introduces the preliminary outputs in the study of the terracotta statuettes,
revealing some unpublished masterpieces that shed light on the people and on popular cults
of the capital of the Arsinoites nome in Ptolemaic and Roman Egypt, which is now almost
completely lost.

Keywords: Arsinoé; Digital reconstruction; 3D; Terracotta; Statuettes; Ptolemaic; Roman
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Playing Ancient Egypt: Board Games as Reception, Public
History, and Education

Jennifer CROMWELL (Manchester Metropolitan University)

The 21st century has witnessed the rise in the study of the modern reception of Ancient Egypt,
with recent conferences and volumes examining Ancient Egypt in science fiction, heavy metal
music, Victorian literature, architecture, and videogames, among other topics. One area that
has not received attention is board games, and it is also notable that, unlike video games,
board games have also been overlooked within volumes on public history. Board games have
several affordances that other forms of popular culture do not have, including their materiality,
collaborative — as well as competitive - play, and the ability for players to (re)interpret and
modify the rules. As such, they present exciting opportunities to engage players with different
aspects of Egyptian history and culture. This paper will present the preliminary results of the
project ‘Playing Ancient Egypt’, which explores how these games can be used within an
education setting (from primary to tertiary) to support both teaching and learning. Particular
focus will be on ‘Cleopatra and the Society of Architects’ (2020), ‘Imhotep: Builder of Egypt’
(2016), ‘Egizia: Shifting Sands’ (2019), and ‘Nefertiti’ (2008). In so doing, the paper will also
highlight key features of Egypt’s reception within these games, including common tropes and
themes.

Keywords: Reception; Board games; Education; Play
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El Darazya: A Graeco-Roman Settlement on the Mediterranean
Coast of Egypt

Rafat CzerNER (Wroctaw University of Science and Technology/Jagiellonian University)
& Grazyna BAKOWSKA-CZERNER (Jagiellonian University)

After a short inaugural season in 2021, the joined Polish-Egyptian Conservation Mission El
Darazya/Marina el-Alamein began work and research in May 2022. The site, today at the heart
of the modern tourist resort of Marina, is located on Egypt’s north coast on ancient trade
routes 100 km west of Alexandria, the Ptolemaic capital.

Egyptian archaeologists preserved the ancient ruins during the construction of the tourist
settlement. However, they were already known to travellers in the first half of the 19th and
20th centuries. It also remains a matter of study whether they should be identified with
Derrhis mentioned in descriptions of the coast made by ancient geographers.

The present site probably covers the southern areas of the ancient town. It includes numerous
remains of residential buildings, of which the relics of three houses, the subject of the first
studies, are partially revealed. The building layouts and technology on the basis of analogies,
primarily to the nearby ancient town at the Marina el-Alamein site, point to a Ptolemaic-
Roman dating of the settlement. Archaeological objects and relics of architectural decoration
also provide confirmation. Of particular importance are two huge underground water cisterns.
Their considerable size indicates the scale of the ancient settlement.

The conclusions presented here are the result of the authors’ own studies and the mission of
which they are members.

Keywords: El Darazya; Graeco-Roman Egypt; Ancient town; Architecture; Houses; Cisterns
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Nuancing Spatial Models of New Kingdom Housing

Matthew DALTON (University of Western Australia)

New Kingdom pharaonic houses have been subject to a vast array of spatial models that seek
to reveal the social and economic factors underpinning the arrangement and use of these
buildings. Drawing upon equivalences in room types and architectural grammar between the
handful of extensively-excavated settlement sites in the Nile Valley, these models often
propose all-encompassing interpretations of New Kingdom household life.

Due to the nature of available records, existing models overwhelmingly draw upon domestic
architecture and larger fixtures. They are thus prone to presenting a normative, static and
functionalist view of houses, overstating the importance of certain activities and underplaying
the potential for household or settlement-level variations in how residences were arranged,
used and conceptualised.

One path forward is to nuance these models by integrating detailed archaeological evidence
for how houses and their constituent spaces were actually used and experienced. At the New
Kingdom site of Amara West in Upper Nubia (c. 1300-1070 BCE), interdisciplinary
geoarchaeological analyses have allowed for the identification of fine-scale traces of daily life
and the provision of specific floor treatments over time, revealing clear patterning in the
location of comfortable living spaces, domestic cult, craftworking, storage and food preparation
in houses of all scales across the site.

The paper uses these data to challenge existing models of New Kingdom housing, especially
by demonstrating the potential for household agencies and individual site histories to shape
and modify the use and conception of space. It concludes by asking whether overarching
spatial models of New Kingdom domestic life are helpful or even possible to achieve.

Keywords: Architecture; Household; Domestic life; New Kingdom; Nubia
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Spatial Relationships between the Tombs of the Theban
Necropolis during the 18th Dynasty under the Lens of a
Prosopographical Study of Their Owners

Margarita DANILOVA (Paul Valéry University Montpellier 3)

While there is no shortage of case studies that deal with the Theban tombs (TT), important
global questions concerning this necropolis are still to be addressed. One of these gaps
regards the spatial relationships between the TT. Furthermore, even if some occasional studies
have already touched on this issue, most of them stayed limited to the links between the
tomb’s orientation and the processional roads or mortuary temples of the kings.

This study will propose to turn towards the prosopographical analyses, to which very little
attention has been paid so far. Taking a closer look at the neighbours, families, and careers of
several tomb owners will provide important insights into the way the necropolis was
organized. Indeed, at least some of the tombs were clearly arranged in different groups. They
could be distinguished as belonging to members of the same family, holders of the same title
or staff attached to the same administrative area, the individuals who seem to have a
particular relation with the power, some palace members or even pharaoh himself.

Moreover, comparing the plan and the decorative programme of these tombs could also give
us a clue for a better understanding of the arrangement of this area.

Keywords: Theban tombs; Prosopographical study; 18th dynasty

ceo

international congress of egyptologists

Sl paoll clale) Jgall paigall

LEIDEN 6-11 AUG 2023 ICE2023.COM



From the Leiden Child Mummy to the Body of Tutankhamun:
The Challenges and Pitfalls in the Interpretation of Forensic
Evidence both Virtually and Macroscopically

Janet DAVEY (Monash University)

In modern forensic pathology practice, when a body is admitted to the VIFM mortuary it is CT
scanned and extensive records are compiled, before autopsy. These include possible
identification, sex, state of the body and visible injuries which may include cause of death. A
team of forensic experts is required to produce accurate reports on all aspects of the body. In
modern mummy research some of this information if available through macroscopic
investigation and from the interpretation of CT scan data.

The problems arise when the mummified bodies show injuries that may be ante-mortem, peri-
mortem or post-mortem, particularly when they may have occurred during the mummification
process, in rough handling in the removal of the body from burial equipment, accidental
damage during transport to or within museum storage. Where records, both photographic and
written are available, this should be one of the starting points for any mummy research.

This presentation will discuss how evidence has been interpreted in the study of child and
adult mummies, and how continuing speculation and hypotheses about injuries and cause of
death in the body of Tutankhamun would benefit from observing standard protocols in
modern forensic mortuary practices.

Keywords: Child and adult mummies; Forensic investigation; Reinterpreting evidence
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Social and Spatial Constructions of Late Scribal Expertise

Katherine DAvis (University of Michigan)

The nature of scribal expertise and the related social status of scribes is a frequent topic within
Egyptian texts. In the New Kingdom, scribes formed a discrete stratum of the sub-elite within
Egyptian society and produced texts like the Late Egyptian Miscellanies that explicated their
scribal identity. But by the Ptolemaic period, the social spheres of writing had become more
diverse, ranging from the linguistically Greek arenas of the Ptolemaic court and administrative
apparatus to the Egyptian domains of demotic documentary material and priestly texts that
could exploit the entire range of indigenous writing possibilities.

For late native scribes, the temple provided a staging ground for identity in this increasingly
multicultural, multilingual and multigraphic environment. This paper analyzes how
descriptions of the figurative and physical space of the temple worked in tandem with
expressions of scholarly expertise. In biographies and appeals to the living, access to locations
within the temple and knowledge of written material function as a social marker for priestly
ranks. In religious tracts like the Book of Thoth, the acquisition of scribal knowledge and the
ritual process of gaining entrance into the House of Life are expressed literally and
metaphorically in spatial terms. Initiation into the temple can be construed as physical access
but also intellectual access into the real, as well as imagined, space of scholarship. This paper
will consider how this access was conceptualized and leveraged as a marker of social status
and social identity against the broader social and political backdrop.

Keywords: Scribes; Temple; Writing; Hieroglyphs; Priests
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Looting Middle Egypt

Ana Sofia DE CARVALHO GOMES (Free University of Berlin)

Middle Egypt is the stepchild of Egyptology. Middle Egypt - the region extending between the
cities of Beni Suef and Qus - is widely known. Numerous well-known archaeological sites as
Beni Hasan or Dendera are located there. And yet, partly because of the difficult political
situation in the country, the region receives little scientific attention. Only a few scientists take
on the arduous work in the region, that has a lot to offer. Its rich history covers all periods
from the Stone Ages to Late Antiquity and Islamic Times, leaving behind a plethora of
cemeteries as well as some settlements. As seen in the results of the Asyut Project the region
is a perfect place to do longue-durée-studies.

All of Egypt is affected by a wave of looting. Every day, archaeological sites are irretrievably
destroyed in search of saleable artifacts. Especially in Middle Egypt, this destruction often takes
place undetected and unnoticed. Since the focus on this region is threatened by this
continuous and unremarked destruction advantaged by the missing scientific involvement and
lack of touristic development, | would like to give an insight into the daily destruction at some
of the few Middle Egyptian excavation sites to show how sustainable and unnoticed by the
public this devastation takes place.

As a member of the Asyut project | had the opportunity to gain first-hand insight into the
situation that has been developing in the last decade at the Gebel Asyut al-gharbi, the
necropolis of the ancient city Siut and had developed a special interest in the region. Let us
take a look at the development of recent years and the exploitation that has taken place, the
circumstances that fuel this precarious situation and finally, the role of Western countries.

Keywords: Cultural heritage; Looting; Postcolonialism; Cultural and antique law
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Embalming Deposits during the Middle Kingdom: New
Evidence from Dayr al-Barsha

Marleen DE MEYER (KU Leuven/Netherlands-Flemish Institute in Cairo)

In 1897 Georges Daressy excavated a pit on the north hill of Dayr al-Barsha near two Middle
Kingdom tomb shafts that lay in fair isolation of the nucleus of the governors’ tombs. The
finds that he describes in this location are intriguing and strongly suggest that he found an
embalming deposit. While such deposits are well-known from the New Kingdom onwards,
they are far more rare in the archaeological record before that time. Apart from the recently
rediscovered embalming deposit of Ipi at Dayr al-Bahri, the evidence for the Middle Kingdom
is scarce indeed. Given this situation, and the fact that none of the objects discovered and
described by Daressy have entered the Egyptian Museum in Cairo except for one flint knife,
Daressy’s pit was re-excavated in 2022-2023. The objective was to verify its location and
ascertain whether traces remained of any of the finds he describes, which consisted mainly of
pottery, mud jar stoppers, textile, natron, wooden sticks, and mud bricks. The first results of
this work are presented and evaluated in the light of other Middle Kingdom evidence for
similar ritual deposits.

Keywords: Archaeology; Middle Kingdom; Funerary culture
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Sehageq and Pazuzu, Malevolent and Benevolent Demons: A
Comparative, Structural Approach to Headache, Medical and
Magical Treatments in Egypt and the Ancient Near East

Marco DE PIeTRI (University of Pavia)

This contribution faces the challenge, always demanding but often very fruitful, of comparing
(in the spirit of an interdisciplinary, structural approach) a common feature of two distinct
cultures. Both in Egypt and the Ancient Near East, headache, migraine, and other diseases
affecting the head were common: Many Egyptian and Ancient Near Eastern texts tell us about
the aetiology, the diagnosis, the symptoms of these affections, and the double therapeutical
treatment, consisting of both medical cures and magical spells. Furthermore, in both the two
cultures, this disturb is associated with two specific demonic entities: The Egyptian malevolent
demon Sehageq, who represents the cause of the disease and must be therefore excreted, and
Pazuzu who, on the contrary, is regarded as a benevolent entity able to help the patient.
Moreover, for both these demons, figurative representations are attested, namely an ostracon
for Sehageq, and some apotropaia portraying Pazuzu; but, while for the former the text
accompanying the representation is a spell against the demon (who is hence to be considered
as malevolent), for the latter the spell is not addressed against him, but is instead an
invocation to obtain Pazuzu’s protection against a disease which is not caused by him, but by
another female entity (called Lamastu).

The present contribution aims at structurally comparing these two Egyptian and Near Eastern
demons, underlying differences between the two cultures (as for instance the role, malevolent
vs. benevolent, of the two entities), but even pinpointing some interesting common features
(e.g., for both the demons, the names of their parents, or at least of one of them, are explicitly
indicated).

Keywords: Medicine; Magic; Egypt; Ancient Near East; Headache; Demons
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Reconstructing the Lay-out of the Christian Town of Jeme

Renate DEKKER (University of Amsterdam)

In late antiquity, the mortuary temple of Ramesses IIl at Medinet Habu became the location of
the town of Jeme, which developed within and on top of its enclosure walls (the castrum of
Jeme) and extended to the east and north of the temple complex as well. Judging from the
available documentary sources, it was inhabited from the late sixth century until the late
eighth century, when it was abandoned under unclear circumstances, perhaps because the
Christian inhabitants could no longer meet the tax burden imposed by the Abbasid
government.

During the clearing of the temple at the end of the nineteenth century and the well-
documented excavation by the Chicago Oriental Institute under the direction of Uvo Holscher
in 1927-1933, the Christian buildings were removed, which makes the reconstruction of a plan
of the town difficult. Fortunately, however, a large number of eight-century Coptic deeds on
papyrus record the sale of houses, or parts of houses, and provide fairly precise information
with regard to their location and the inhabitants of neighboring houses. So far, this
information has not been connected to specific buildings that Hélscher indicated on his map
of the Christian town, except for the house of the female moneylender Koloje in house 34. The
poster will display the first attempt to reconstruct the lay-out of Jeme by identifying the names
of its multiple churches, and by locating its quarters, narrow streets and alleys, as well as
some well-attested inhabitants.

Keywords: Coptic; Western Thebes; Medinet Habu; Late antiquity; Streets; Churches
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Researching an Emic Perspective for the Study of Old
Kingdom Royal Portraiture

Alessio DELLI CASTELLI (University of Liége)

In the framework of a PhD research carried out at the Liege and Milan Universities, a reversal
of the perspective which assesses Egyptian portraiture through our understanding of Western
portraiture aims at presenting an emic art history of Old Kingdom Royal Portraiture.

A review of the methods and ideas used to analyse and define Egyptian portraiture reveals the
almost exclusive employment of an etic perspective. Even when emic concepts are included,
they are mostly used to underline the alterity between us and them.

The main etic concepts applied to portraiture are mimesis—art as the representation of
perceived reality and portraiture as the objective rendition of a person’s traits, from which
historical, physiological and psychological notions derive—and those pertaining to aesthetics—
art as objects devoid of use which arouse disinterested pleasure.

If these Western and time-bound concepts are removed, there remains a concept of art as
cognitive tool, i.e., a culture’s formal and synthetic expression of the universal and individual
levels of its understanding of the world.

In order to describe portraiture as a speculative tool, a methodology entrenched in the
Egyptian concepts of images, the individual and their sociological and anthropological position
is necessary to avoid the traps laid by an etic perspective.

The advantage of the emic reversal is double. Rather than judging or projecting our
expectations onto Egyptian portraiture, we would be able to understand it through Egyptian
eyes. It also redresses the age-old mentality which seeks and needs to justify Egyptian art
before its western counterpart and leads to the opposite result, an understanding of Egyptian
portraiture that can implement and change our understanding of portraiture as an artistic
phenomenon.

Keywords: Emic; Portraiture; Old Kingdom; Kingship
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Early Career Workshop:

On the ‘Interdisciplinarity’ of Egyptology: Are We Really a
Discipline?
Chair: Lonneke DELPEUT (University of Vienna), Association for Students of Egyptology

Panelists: Art history - Frederik ROGNER (University of Geneva); Heritage — Katharina
ZINN (University of Wales Trinity Saint David); Museum Studies — Campbell Price
(Manchester Museum); Language — Dina Sarova (Humboldt Universitat Berlin);
Archaeology - Luiza Osorio G. SiLvA (University of Chicago)

Egyptology always markets itself as an ‘umbrella’ discipline, where students learn a little bit of
everything: some language, some material culture, museum studies, art history, social history,
etc. This panel will discuss how these disciplines contribute to the field and how relevant they
are. Are some disciplines more important than others? And if so, why? How do we make sure
that Egyptologists have a basic understanding in all these sub-disciplines and how do we help
people find their specialty? How does the history of the field influence how we look at sub-
disciplines? If we expect students to know a little bit of everything, is Egyptology really a
discipline? Or more an area studies?

Programme

« Introduction of the Association for Students of Egyptology: Lonneke Delpeut / Shannon
Farnon (15 minutes)

« Introduction: Lonneke Delpeut (5 mins)

« Question for all panelists: What does your discipline contribute to Egyptology?
(2 minutes each, 10 minutes total)

« Discussion (60 minutes)

Questions up for discussion

« Are some disciplines more important than others? If so, why?

« How does the history of the field influence how we look at these disciplines?

« Do we need a basic understanding of all disciplines to be a good Egyptologist? What is
this “basic command”?

« How can we make Egyptology relevant in the disciplines whose methodology we use? We
are taking over a lot of approaches of other disciplines into our field; can we also produce
relevant impulses going back into those disciplines?

« How do we make sure that Egyptologists have a basic understanding in all these sub-
disciplines?

« How do we help students choose their specialisation?

« Is Egyptology really a discipline? Or more an area studies?

- Do you have anything else to add?
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Tomb Images as a Mode of Communication: The Role of the
Artisan as Mediator

Lonneke DELPEUT (University of Vienna)

Ancient Egyptian tombs are richly decorated with the main goal of keeping the deceased alive
in the current world as well as the hereafter. This is done by showing all kinds of different
themes, from scenes with a strong focus on religion to others that focus on the tomb owner’s
life. In order to convey the intended messages, artisans were responsible for moderating the
discourse between the tomb owners and their target audience by carefully and deliberately
choosing the elements to be displayed. This means the artisan had to be aware of the cultural
codes that were responsible for recognising the depicted subjects. The representational
qualities of an image having to do with conveying information consist of generic features,
which are features that are necessary for the initial recognition of the culturally defined
category, and specific features. These latter are responsible for creating sub-categories which
the depicted subject falls into. Examples of specific features are posture, colour, behaviour,
personal attributes, clothing, sexual identity markers, context size and setting. These features
can tell us about the Ancient Egyptian’s profession, their sex, their status, their actions,
interpersonal behaviours, age, health, etc., which in turn tells us all kind of things about
Ancient Egyptian society. It was the artisans’ responsibility to convey whatever the tomb owner
wanted to convey as efficiently and effectively as possible. This presentation will show a part of
my dissertation project, which focusses on the image as a mode of communication, focussing
on the role of the artisan as moderator between the tomb owners and their target audience.

Keywords: Images; Communication; Image composition; Artists; Craftsmen; Artisans; Tombs
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Scented Pictorial Varnishes Used in Private Theban Tomb-
Chapels: Towards Multisensory Painting

Alexis DEN DONCKER (University of Basel)

In 2017, an investigation in the tomb of Tjanuny in the Theban necropolis (TT 74) led to
detecting residues of scented pictorial varnish over the wig and complexions of the tomb
owner’s figures. So far, conforming to its use in other artistic cultures, and generally bringing
forward a system of chromatic distribution, scholars have interpreted the function of this
painterly technique as a solution to enhance the brilliance and hue of the pigments. The
scented nature of these varnishes has never been signalled.

In order to characterize the nature of the scent and consider its possible meaning or function,
Hugues Tavier (University of Liége, chief conservator of the Belgian Archaeological Mission in
the Theban Necropolis) developed an experimental method as a way to test the applicability of
scented resins from varnish recipes used on other material. As a result, it appears that only
pistacia, frankincense and Aleppo pine resins could have been technically applicable onto
painted coating—optionally melt with beeswax.

In parallel, a first examination at the iconographic units concerned by this practice reveals
interesting matches between the composition of the varnishes and the scenes in question,
especially when the use of varnish was limited. As it happens, these scenes and motifs often
have an olfactory dimension. It seems therefore that a material and conceptual link existed in
these painters’ mind between the varnished motifs and the depicted realities, as though the
materialization of scents over the paint layer was a way to represent the immaterial nature of
scents. Furthermore, it can be suggested that the scent associated to these resin-made
varnishes was meaningful and perhaps functional, regardless of their aesthetic function
operating merely on visual level.

Keywords: Theban tomb painting; Scented resin-made varnishes; Olfactory realities
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The Blind Harpist: An Exploration of the Masculine Hierarchy
through Artistic Representation

Kelly-Anne DIAMOND (Villanova University)

This paper explores images of the blind harpist and how they might reveal information about
the masculine hierarchy in Ancient Egypt. Specifically, I'm interested in what their blindness,
real or symbolic, might signify. This line of research necessarily intertwines various areas of
study, including Egyptology, Dress Theory, and Gender Studies. Gender Studies has
established that there is no essential femaleness or maleness, but once gender is ascribed to
an individual the social order holds that person to gendered norms. This was also true for
Ancient Egypt where gender production was a part of daily life. Multiple masculinities were
performed in Ancient Egypt, and although a gender status emerged through a sex category, it
was not uniformly connected to it. Art was an opportunity for masculine display, so through it
we see the cultural imagery of masculinity. The musical performances in which the blind
harpist appears are displays of gendered interactions that can emphasize hierarchy. | argue
first that the blind harpist was a trope—a trope that was rooted in the social norms of the elite.
And | argue that images of the harpist exhibit multiple physical characteristics that associate
him with submissiveness, subordination, immaturity, or effeminacy—if we consider femininity
to be the binary opposite to masculinity (but perhaps it is better described as a symbolic
blurring with femininity). Using images of the harpist and textual evidence, | suggest that
blindness was a symbolic destruction of manhood.

Keywords: Blind harpist; Gender; Art; Blindness; Masculinity; Hierarchy
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The New Kingdom Scribes Project: Four Seasons of Fieldwork
in the Burial Chambers of Weseramun (TT 61) and Nakhtmin
(TT 87)

Lucia DiAz-IGLESIAS LLANOS (Spanish National Research Council, Madrid)

The New Kingdom Scribes Project draws on Material Philology to shed light on the intellectual
and material processes that underlie the manufacture of inscribed artefacts and on the
education and working conditions of the scribes who copied the funerary and cosmographic
texts found in tombs. It also focusses on the analysis of scribal hands, writing habits and
idiosyncrasies. The project centres on an underutilised source: The subterranean funerary
chambers that belonged to members of the Theban court who lived during the reigns of
Hatshepsut and Thutmose III.

Research on these chambers began with that of Djehuty (TT 11), as part of the Spanish Mission
in Dra Abu el-Naga. In 2019, an interdisciplinary team composed of epigraphers,
photographers, restorers, archaeologists and chemists started fieldwork in three burial
chambers built in Sheikh Abd el-Qurna. They belong to the vizier Weseramun (TT 61), his
steward Amenemhat (TT 82), and the overseer of the double granaries Nakhtmin (TT 87). All
four burial chambers are decorated with extensive textual programmes, written in cursive
hieroglyphs. The example of Nakhtmin is exceptional, since the intermediate model (in the
form of disposable ostraca) and the final product (the chamber walls) have been preserved,
offering a unique chance to track the work of scribes.

The presentation will centre on the results of the first four seasons of fieldwork (2019-2022) in
TT 61 and 87: The application of digital technologies to document the decorative surfaces; the
epigraphic and palaeographic study resulting in the identification of scribal hands and working
procedures; the restoration and conservation measures adopted; the application of non-
destructive techniques to analyse inks; the excavation of the passages leading to the chambers.

Keywords: Scribes; Written culture; New Kingdom; Epigraphy; TT 61; TT 87
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Steatite and Faience Scarabs outside Egypt: Archaic and Punic
Funerary Contexts in Sardinia (c. 9th-5th Centuries BCE)

Enrico DIRMINTI (Ministry of Culture, Italy)

Egyptian and Egyptianizing scarabs found in archaic and Punic contexts in Sardinia afford us a
valuable insight into the diffusion of the Egyptian (and Ancient Near Eastern) iconographic and
cultural motifs outside Egypt and the Levant. The presence of such artefacts in the
Mediterranean basin is mainly due to the commercial and mercantile expansion of the
Phoenicians.

Having established various colonies in the Western Mediterranean, with Carthage being the
main settlement, the Phoenicians also facilitated the diffusion of Egyptian concepts across the
Mediterranean basin as far as the Iberian Peninsula and the Maghreb.

Given the continuous relationships between Egypt and the Levantine area and the proximity
with Mesopotamia, the Phoenician civilization is imbued with Egyptian concepts, and its
material culture displays a highly refined mingling of Ancient Near Eastern iconographies in a
broader sense. New syncretistic decorative motifs were created, which scholars refer to as
‘Phoenician’. Research on scarab-shaped seals found in Sardinia has been, and is, heavily
influenced mainly by the circumstances leading to the acquisition of these artefacts by
museum collections between the late 19th and the early 20th century. However, the field has
recently seen a renewed interest in the diffusion of scarabs as vectors of Egyptian,
Egyptianizing, Ancient Near Eastern, and orientalizing iconographies in Sardinia. Based on
previous research on the topic, a new approach to the study of these artefacts is proposed,
which is aimed at categorising figurative patterns and identifying possible centres of
production and diffusion.

Keywords: Scarab-shaped seals; Archaic and Punic Sardinia; Composite iconography
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(Don’t) Mix up the Dates for the Valley Festival! A Case Study
on Bridging Egyptology and Papyrology

Lauren DOGAER (University of Basel)

Graeco-Roman Egypt was ruled by foreigners with a diverse cultural background. However,
longstanding religious traditions were still honoured and sometimes even expanded. This
contradiction has somehow led to a separate approach regarding the study of this period.
Traditional Egyptian practices, especially when it comes to religious affairs, are mainly studied
by Egyptologists. On the other hand, economic and political matters are regularly being looked
into by papyrologists. This has certainly to do with the nature of the sources, as information
about Egyptian religion can more easily be deduced from funerary papyri or temple texts than
from documentary sources. However, the latter can also instruct us about the performance and
organisation of religious practices. One such occasion was the yearly celebrated Valley Festival,
which crossed the Nile from Karnak to Deir el-Bahari. Various source-types, either
papyrological or Egyptological, give a different view on what this festival in the Graeco-Roman
period might have looked like. Especially the duration of this celebration is a much debated
issue. Pharaonic sources usually indicate a short stay of the god Amun in the temple of Deir
el-Bahari, but sources dating to the Ptolemaic and Roman periods suggest a longer duration.
The bark chapel of Amun in the temple of Deir el-Bahari was restored as late as the reign of
Ptolemy VIII, but how many nights Amun spent there remains unclear. This paper will discuss
possible reconstructions of the duration of the Valley Festival by using an interdisciplinary
approach. It will serve as a case study and theoretical basis for combining Egyptological and
papyrological data and methods, a crucial approach when studying religious celebrations
taking place in a multicultural society.

Keywords: Valley festival; Graeco-Roman period; Interdisciplinary approach
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Twelve Years of Research on Graffiti in Western Thebes:
Hundreds of New Scratches, Changes in Recording, Future
Perspectives and Challenges for Cultural Heritage
Management

Andreas DoRrN (Uppsala University)

During the past twelve years continuous research was conducted in the entire Theban
Necropolis covering the valley of the quarries until Wadi Bahria. The holistic approach
including all kinds of man made surface treatment led to the discovery of several hundred new
graffiti. They will be presented in a general overview and mainly discussed with a focus on
what they contribute to our existing knowledge of graffiti writing in the area and to the
understanding of the use of space in the past. Since the time of Spiegelberg, when he
recorded the first 1000 graffiti in 1896 with casts, the documentation methods have
completely changed. A critical reflection on the impact of time, money and new technologies
on recording and publishing graffiti will be presented. Further, graffiti writing did not stop
since antiquity and is still going on by using the same surfaces as in the past. This causes here
and there damages to existing inscriptions and sometimes even their complete loss. Ideas will
be presented how graffiti as part of the West Theben World Cultural Heritage can be
preserved for future generations.

Keywords: Graffiti; Rock art; Western Thebes; Cultural heritage management
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Issues and Challenges of a Study on Poverty in Ancient Egypt:
Introduction and Presentation of the First Results

Delphine Driaux (University of Vienna)

Poverty is a subject that remains largely unexplored and the poor have so far occupied only a
limited place in the social history of Ancient Egypt. Egyptological literature bases a large part
of its theories on the so-called elites of Egyptian society, particularly because of the abundance
and quality of vestiges they left behind. Yet elites — those social categories that hold economic,
politico-religious, cultural power or have close ties to it — represent only a small percentage of
the population. What about those people who do not belong to the elites, those ordinary
people (peasants, manual workers, etc.) who constitute a large part of the population and who
may be considered poor because of their precarious social status, professional skills, material
resources, but also their lack of power or influence? How can we write a social and economic
history of Ancient Egypt if we do not take into consideration those who constitute the majority
of society?

This subject, which is still largely unexplored in Egyptology - especially compared to the
numerous studies on elites — is currently the focus of a new research programme carried out at
the Institute of Egyptology of the University of Vienna. This paper will therefore provide a short
overview of the study of poverty in ancient societies, and specifically, in Ancient Egypt. It will
then focus on the presentation of the first results and, in particular, on what the texts tell us.

Keywords: Poverty; Social history; Material culture; Written sources
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Embodying Ancient Egypt: Images as Reflections of Changing
Perceptions

Ulrike DUBIEL (Free University of Berlin/Museum August Kestner, Hannover)

The perception of Ancient Egypt in 19th century Europe found its objectification in various
pictorial works. The European idea of what constitutes Ancient Egypt as a culture appears to
be an amalgam of notions based on written sources like the classical authors and the bible
combined with newly gathered insight thanks to the budding scientific discipline of
Egyptology as well as experiences with the contemporary Ottoman Empire. We see the
adaptation of Egyptian ornament in architecture, arts and crafts, an expression of several waves
of Egyptomania that permeated not just the most privileged classes of society but also the
bourgeoisie. Not only symbols and shapes entered the repertoire of European design, concepts
of Ancient Egypt were translated into the fine arts and it is striking that these concepts are
especially conflated with images of women.

Whereas depictions of (pseudo-)historical figures like Potiphar’s wife or Cleopatra VII. establish
a stereotype of ‘the Egyptian Woman’ that is distinctly negative in connotation, female
personifications and allegories of Ancient Egypt convey a broader spectrum of messages and
meanings. Against a historical backdrop of European imperialism, embodied Egypt is more
than ‘the subjugated’ but comes forth as ‘the mystique’, ‘the nurturer’, ‘the cradle of
civilization and original source of knowledge’. This multi-faceted role attributed to Ancient
Egypt shall be demonstrated using an eclectic group of visual representations created by
European artists.

Keywords: Perception history; Orientalism; Colonialism; Egyptomania; Allegorical bodies
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The Offering Ritual in the Pyramid Texts

Anna Aleksandrovna DVORNICHENKO (Leiden Institute for Area Studies, Leiden
University)

This paper examines the texts of the offering ritual in the Pyramid Texts, the features of its
structure and the influence of the rites of passage on the structure of the offering ritual. These
texts are an important written evidence of the existence of developed funeral rituals in Ancient
Egypt, which gives me an opportunity to study the procedure for performing of the offering
ritual in the pyramids of the kings of the 5th-6th dynasties.

The paper makes a number of conclusions about the offering ritual in the Pyramid Texts.
Firstly, the functioning of the offering ritual in the Pyramid Texts was associated with the
mythological interpretation of the Eye of Horus (all sacrifices were interpreted as the Eye of
Horus), the absorption of which symbolizes the restoration of the integrity of the king,
identified with Osiris. Secondly, the offering ritual was a part of the rite of passage, during
which the deceased, thanks to the taste of the eye of Horus, separated from the world of the
living and joined the world of the dead. Thirdly, the offering ritual in the tombs of the nobles
and in the royal tombs has common features.

Keywords: Pyramid Texts; Offering ritual; Egyptian religious literature
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Towards an Encyclopedia of the Reception of Ancient Egypt:
Philosophical Foundations and the Possibilities of Digital
Humanities

Florian EBELING (Ludwig Maximilian University of Munich)

The intellectual and material presence of Ancient Egypt is at the heart of many societies
around the world from Antiquity to the present. Scarcely any other culture produced a
repertoire of ideas, objects, forms, and styles that is so recognisable and that produced such a
long afterlife.

After some hesitant beginnings, the study of the reception of Ancient Egypt has now become
a fruitful perspective in Egyptology. It is no longer dismissed as a collection of
misunderstandings but has been transformed through new orientations in cultural studies and
is taking shape in numerous research projects. The historicist narrative of the emergence of
scientific Egypto-logy from the abyss of Egypto-mania is slowly replaced by an analysis of their
overlap and interaction in terms of mnemobhistory. It is against this background that an
international group of scholars is currently designing an Encyclopedia of the Reception of
Ancient Egypt.

For a long time, the concept of reception was associated with a supposedly sovereign subject
who actively appropriates a passive past. Inspired by moderate constructivism, there has been
a reassessment in recent years of the interaction between the imprint of history and the
shaping of a concept of history. On this basis, the Encyclopedia makes use of the possibilities
of the internet and hyperlinks to make the numerous interactions both between the various
forms of reception and between history and the respective reference to history transparent. In
this way, it avoids the danger of preferring certain reception phenomena as master narratives
and emphasises the diversity of perspectives, media and cultural phenomena.

Keywords: Reception history; Historiography of Egyptology; Digital Humanities
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A Ramesside Treasury Scribe from El-Khokha (TT 400)

Barbara EGEDI (Hungarian Research Centre for Linguistics)

The talk aims to present the results of the works carried out in TT 400, focusing, on the one
hand, on the methods of documentation and the structure of the original architectural layout,
and, on the other hand, on the New Kingdom inscriptions and decoration programme.

The tomb was excavated between 2007 and 2022 by the South Khokha Project of the
Hungarian Archaeological Mission in Thebes, and certain parts of this research have already
been published (inter alia Schreiber 2014-2015, 2018, 2020). These publications were mainly
concerned with the reuse of the structure during the New Kingdom, the Kushite, the Saite and
the Graeco-Roman periods.

After providing a short overview of the history of research and a survey of the findings, this
talk will concentrate on the original builder of the tomb. The surface of the inner walls is
highly damaged, but the remaining inscriptions allow us to identify the owner, his wife, and
their titles. Thanks to the digital epigraphic documentation, we are also able to integrate the
traces of the decoration and to reconstruct a considerable part of the tomb’s original
decoration programme. The best preserved textual records include two solar hymns, one at the
entrance wall and one on the facade, which will be presented and, at the same time, analyzed
in the context of the contemporary funerary literature found in the Theban area.

Keywords: Digital; Epigraphy; Funerary literature; New Kingdom; Ramesside; Theban tomb

Co-author: Zsolt VASAROS (Hungarian Archaeological Mission in Thebes, South Khokha Project)
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An Unpublished Unique Wooden Calf Figurine at the National
Museum of Egyptian Civilization (SR.1091_A, Reg. No. 843)

Sawsan EIssA (Ain Shams University)

This paper will focus on the first-ever publication of a unique wooden recumbent calf figurine.
This statuette is 32.4 cm in length. The calf’s body was inscribed with a hieroglyphic strip
containing the owner’s name and title. The statuette is in good condition overall and has
colour residue, but it has several cracks due to weathering factors. Because the statuette’s
provenance and dating are unknown, the paper will address several issues: Dating the artefact
and attempting to determine its provenance, who was the owner according to his title? What
is the calf's practical and symbolic role in this position and basin? What effect do climatic
changes and weathering factors have on this statuette? What are the best methods for treating
and preserving it?

Keywords: Calf; Statuette; Wood; Basin; Hieroglyphic inscription; Weathering factors
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10 Years of the Gebelein Archaeological Project

Wojciech EJsMOND (Institute of Mediterranean and Oriental Cultures of the Polish
Academy of Sciences)

The aim of the paper is to present the most important discoveries made by the archaeological
mission working in Gebelein. The programme of archival and field surveys allowed to establish
distribution, dating, and interpretation of archaeological sites in the area. A geophysical survey
provided information on their structure, e.g. extent and plans of several tombs. Thus, in some
cases, research and occupation histories were reconstructed despite limited documentation
from previous fieldworks. The Northern Necropolis of Gebelein yielded the most extensive
finds in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. Available archival documentation and current
field surveys allowed to locate several saff-tombs and mastabas that did not survive to
nowadays. The Central Necropolis features two pyramid-shape rocks, that were the focus of
attention in the local funerary landscape. This site also encompasses numerous shaft tombs of
unknown date. The neighbouring town of Per-Hathor is more widely known as Pathyris due to
several hundred Ptolemaic papyri sourced from its ruins. They provide a vivid image of a
provincial centre. Current surveys allowed to better understand its topography. The works
concerning the temple in the town brought to light much new information regarding its
history and extent. It was part of a broader religious landscape, which is the subject of current
studies. One of its key components is the rock-cut temple dedicated to Hathor Lady of
Gebelein by Hatshepsut. This speos was subjected to an epigraphic survey and conservation
programme. Also, a previously unknown late Old Kingdom and First Intermediate Period
necropolis was discovered. Its rock-cut tomb shed new light on the significance of Gebelein in
the 3rd millennium BCE.

Keywords: Survey; Archives; Old Kingdom; Predynastic period; Temple
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Coptic Tattoo: Heritage of Ancient Pharaohs (Analysis and
Comparison)

Sherin Sadek EL GENDI (Ain Shams University)

The tattoo (Arabic a/~-dagg or a/-wasm) is a permanent decorative, symbolic or pictorial
drawing performed on the skin of a human being. Its practice is attested in the human society
in the entire world from ancient times until the present day.

The tattoo is also an ancient custom that was practised in Ancient Egypt from the primitive
times. In fact, the Ancient Egyptians have fascinated people all around the world for many
centuries, and their culture continues to resonate with tattoo enthusiasts until today. Inherited
by the Copts, this custom is, actually, frequent with diverse groups and strata in contemporary
Egyptian society.

What is the origin of the tattoo? What is his history? How this custom developed through the
different eras? Why and when was it practised? In the present study, we shall try to answer to
all these questions by dealing, briefly, with the history of the tattoo, its etymology, definition
or meaning, origin, reasons, significance, development and its importance in the life of the
Copts through the long history of Egypt.

We shall also discuss the various motifs of the tattoo for men, women and children, its
different methods and technics, the diverse raw materials used to execute it, the various
methods of its obliteration, and its influences on the human body in addition to the actual
rules of its practice. We shall treat also some artistic masterpieces currently preserved or
displayed in many international museums and which still retain the traces of ancient tattoo.

Keywords: Tattoo; Drawing; Origin; Practice; Reasons; Symbolic; Importance; Obliteration
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New Observations on the Artistic Functions of the /b Sign

Ola ELaBOUDY (Lecturer)

The Hieroglyphic sign was an essential component of the ancient Egyptian writing system. The
hb sign represents an alabaster basin found in the names of numerous festivals from the Old
Kingdom. It might be associated with celebrations because their rituals require purification.
The use of this sign within the royal scenes began in the New Kingdom. It played an artistic
role in conveying historical and political contexts. The author will examine the significance of
this sign from the following perspectives: 1) Decorative: It adds visual interest in royal scenes
associated with coronation and hb-sd festival. 2) Symbolic: It conveys an ideological function to
a specific royal sequence. For example, it was depicted on the base of Merneptah statue
JE35126, indicating that its actual use was associated with the Hb-sd celebrations. 3)
Narrative: It creates a narrative sequence that conveys a political message, such as the scenes
of Herihore at Khonso temple, where Herihore is seated above the sign announcing his
celebrations. 4- |dentity: It was associated only with the royal scenes and specific gods, who
present the hb sign, which symbolizes the royal celebration to whom it was represented. The
hb sign within the royal scene first appeared with Amenhotep Il and continued until the Late
Period. While its scenes were found at temples, could be proven on other royal monuments
(statues, shields, ornaments), and could be associated with certain tombs. The kb sign within
the royal scenes could refer to the renewal of the royal vision and authority. Moreover, it was
modified due to the unique creative style used to mark the hb-sd celebration.

Keywords: hb sign; Royal scenes; Coronation; hb-sd festival; Ideological meaning; Renewal
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Reconstructing the Former Hydraulic Landscape and
Settlement Development of the Fayum: A Remote Sensing
Study

Raghda (Didi) EL-BEHAEDI (University of Chicago)

The gradual diminishment of water supply due to climate change is a pressing issue that is
becoming all too frequent around the globe today. As water sources start to recede, there are
devastating impacts that occur not only on an environmental level but also on a societal level,
including mass migration, changing settlement patterns, and collapse in economic livelihood.
However, decreasing water availability and human adaptation to and management of such
changing water supply is not a new occurrence, but is a problem that transcends both time
and space. Just as this issue affects modern peoples around the world today, so too did it
affect ancient populations in the past. The present work attempts to understand how ancient
humans responded to prolonged environmental stressors from the shrinking Fayum Lake (Lake
Moeris) using cutting-edge satellite remote sensing data and machine-learning techniques.
Through the utilization of synthetic aperture radar (SAR) imagery and radar topographic data,
in combination with geophysical and shallow soil coring, previously unknown palaeo-shoreline
segments buried beneath the desert sands were identified. Such a study of the ancient
depletion of an integral waterbody over a period of 5,500 years (Neolithic to Graeco-Roman)
will not only allow us to learn from past occurrences, but it will also arm us with the necessary
knowledge to better predict and manage future water resource issues around the globe.
Seeking to bring Egyptology into the digital age, this project applies innovative geospatial
techniques, data types, and methodologies to answer an age-old mystery that has
continuously plagued the Fayum region - how did the ancient inhabitants of the Fayum adjust
to the constant fluctuations of Lake Moeris?

Keywords: Remote sensing; Machine learning; Climate change; Fayum; Lake Moeris
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What's New in the Tomb of Tutankhamun

Mamdouh ELDAMATY (former Minister of Tourism and Antiquities)

Tutankhamun's tomb is the most remarkable find, packed with more than 5000
different items. At the same time, the tomb is unusually small for a royal burial and
may originally have been the tomb of a family member that had been reused for the
burial of the young king after his untimely and sudden death.

It is possible that the tomb could contain hidden chambers and perhaps even the
resting place of a lost king or queen. This is what led Egyptologist Nicholas Reeves to
believe that the tomb was originally for Queen Nefertiti, and he presented in his
publication of 2015 many indications that he relied on. | agree with him, like others,
that the tomb is not originally for King Tutankhamun, but | do not think that it was
necessarily for Queen Nefertiti (even though this would be wonderful!). It may have
been originally made for one of the ladies of the royal family of Akhenaten and
Tutankhamun.

This was the reason for conducting a large number of radar surveys inside and outside
the tomb of Tutankhamun in 2015, 2016, 2018 and 2019. We used different devices of
ground-penetrating radar (GPR) to scan the area immediately around Tutankhamun’s
tomb, and we identified a previously unknown corridor-like space a few meters from
the burial chamber. This result clearly indicates the existence of something on the
other side of the north wall of the burial chamber, but they are unclear anomalies till
now. This lecture will present the scanning results and also outline the plans for re-
examining the site of the tomb again, until we reach a final and accurate result.

Registration

www.rmo.nl/uw-bezoelk/activiteiten/onderzoek-graf-toetanchamon
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A Group of Wooden Stelae with Iconographic Links to Some
Coffins of the 26™ Dynasty

Hisham ELLEITHY (Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities, Egypt)

This paper will deal with two stelae from Thebes from the second half of the 26th dynasty, the
stela of Ps-di-3st (Manchester Museum, UK, 10939) and that of Hr-(m)-3h-bit (Houston
Museum, USA, 2013.2025.1). Both stelae are decorated on both sides in three registers. The
main scene in both stelae is a paired scene in which the deceased is adorning the gods Ra-
Hor-Akhty and Atum. The back side of both stelae has Isis and Nephtys adoring the djed-
pillar. The text on both stelae is a hymn to Ra (BD 15 A5 & B4). The text on the stela of
Manchester Museum 10939 continues on the back.

The author suggests that this type of stela with double-sided iconography—especially with the
depiction of Isis and Nephtys adoring the djed-pillar—is closely related in concept to certain
coffins of the same period which have the same motifs. It seems likely that the Ancient
Egyptians considered that these stelae played a symbolic role similar to that of the coffin itself,
which represented the whole universe in which the deceased would exist. The writer has
discussed this idea with John Taylor who has agreed that it is a plausible hypothesis.

Keywords: Stelae; Atum; Ra-Hor-Akhty; Isis; Nephtys; Djed-pillar; BD 15; Coffin
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Reception of Ancient Egypt: An Online Exhibition

Ahmed ELMAKLIZI (Ludwig Maximilian University of Munich)

The poster presents an online exhibition on the history and current relevance of the reception
of Ancient Egypt organized by students of the LMU Munich. An interactive user interface
includes music, videos and literature allowing the topic to be experienced in a multi-media
and synesthetic way. We created a variety of linked websites in order to make the size and the
connection of the whole topic visible and experienceable. Therefore also topics can be related
that seem far apart from each other at first sight, for example, the connection between rock
music and obelisks. May it be music, a movie, art, architecture or even a commercial for
biscuits or cigarettes or may it be different views of the world from past centuries, Ancient
Egypt can be found in many aspects of our daily lives. Even though this theme is so widely
spread throughout our everyday life, the reception of Ancient Egypt and also how we perceive
modern Egypt is hardly present in classes at universities. The history of the reception of Egypt
still affects our modern perception of Egypt itself.

The goal of this project is to establish a certain awareness about the reception of Egypt in the
field of Egyptology but also in the broader society. That is why we included both, topics that
are deeply entangled with Egyptology and topics that are connected with our everyday life.
This poster presentation is affiliated with the presentations Towards an Encyclopedia of the
Reception of Ancient Egypt by Versluys, Heindl and Ebeling.

Keywords: Reception of Ancient Egypt; Online exhibition

Co-author: Laura ZINN (Ludwig Maximilian University of Munich)
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A Mendesian Notable from the Ptolemaic Period in
Copenhagen

Ake ENGSHEDEN (Stockholm University)

A striding draped male statue from the latter half of the Ptolemaic period stands since many
years in the Ny Carlsberg Glyptotek in Copenhagen (inv. nr. £IN 946). Although it has been
illustrated in several catalogues, the inscription on the dorsal pillar has remained unpublished.
From the readable parts, it appears that the owner was a ‘king’s brother’ alias syngenes as
well as a general. The statue owner expresses his devotion for Banebjed, the sacred ram of
Mendes, which he demonstrated by extending the temple and constructing a rampart or wall.
This information is important as it sheds light on the later phase of the temple area which is
archaeologically little known.

Keywords: Ptolemaic statuary; Ny Carlsberg Glyptotek £IN 946; Syngenes; Mendes
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Ex-pats and Vassal Princes: Some Curious International
Messengers in the Final Decades of the 13th Century BCE

Roland ENMARCH (University of Liverpool)

This paper considers the role that some of Egypt’s vassals in the Levant in conveying Egyptian
messages to the other ‘great kings’ in the last decades of the international diplomatic system
of the Late Bronze Age Near East (the later 1200s BCE). Cuneiform sources from the Assyrian
outpost at Tell Huwera in northern Syria, dating to this period, give details of the hospitality
that was offered to foreign delegates en route to Assyria from the courts of Hatti, Amurru and
Egypt. The messenger of Amurru appears to be primarily a merchant also charged with a
diplomatic mission, but the messenger of Sidon (mounted on a chariot) is of higher status. It
is unclear whether the Sidonian messenger was a loyal servant of his Egyptian overlord, or
alternatively (as has recently been suggested) was undertaking an illicit intrigue with Assyria.

Light is cast on this question by a closely contemporary Egyptian-language source, P. Anastasi
[ll. This document shows messengers with Semitic names (and some with Egyptian names
who are sons of people with Semitic names) who are voyaging from Egypt with Egyptian
messages and gifts, not just for Egyptian garrison commanders in the Levant, but also for
Egyptian vassal rulers, including Baal-termeg Prince of Tyre. The close integration of West
Semitic language speakers into the Egyptian Levantine communication network suggest that
the Sidonian charioteer on his way to Assyria may perhaps have been doing the bidding of

Egypt.

Keywords: Assyria; Sidon; Diplomacy; Messengers; International relations; Late Bronze Age
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Hidden Figures and Indecent Exposure: The Ways in Which
Archival and Organisational Systems Obscure the Strange, the
Other, and the Queer

Anouk EVERTS (University of Cologne/Leiden University/University College London)

In recent years, the topics of sexuality and gender within archaeological and Egyptological
debates have started to gain more ground. As these themes become increasingly relevant in
current societal conversations, so too does our understanding of constructs of gender and
sexuality in the past.

This is hamstrung by a problematic history of the discipline; archaeological materials related to
these themes have often been dismissed or obscured during the advent of Egyptology and we
still depend heavily on old excavation reports and catalogues. Although many modern
researchers seek to address these problems and work hard to diversify both the discipline and
our understanding of the past, there is much work still to be done.

This paper seeks to examine the way in which tagging and archival systems, especially in
online museum catalogues, unintentionally obscure the diversity of Ancient Egypt’s material
culture, and marginalise objects that could help us examine the full complexity of the past.
Much important archaeological material relevant to the queering of Egyptology is hidden in
catalogues both on- and offline; either behind provocative terms such as ‘erotic’,
‘pornographic’ or ‘grotesque’, or conversely labelled as ‘fertility’ or ‘ritual’. Terms such as
‘grotesque’ mark depictions of certain body types as inherently other, and by designating
objects that a modern audience reads as sexual as ‘ritual’ they are removed from the mundane
sphere which we consider sex to belong to.

If we are to look at Egyptology through a more diverse lens, we need to engage with these
types of objects. In order to do that, we must first be able to find them.

Keywords: Queering Egyptology; Sexuality; Gender; Catalogues; Terminology; Queer theory
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Le Lexique de la Langue Ancienne Egyptienne (Ahmed Kamal
Pasha’s Hieroglyphic Dictionary): Methodological
Approach/Analysis

Azza EzzaT (Writing and Scripts Center, Bibliotheca Alexandrina)

Ahmed Kamal Pasha is considered as the founder of the Egyptian National School of
Egyptology. He is the first Egyptian assistant curator of the Cairo Museum (1891- 1914). Kamal
published various books in Arabic and French, yet his massive work is Le /exique de la langue
ancienne Egyptienne. It contains 22 volumes of hieroglyphic words, and their counterparts in
Arabic. Kamal used a solid scientific approach respecting the Arabic language and taking into
account the phonological rules in his dictionary. His methodology was as follows. First, he
listed the Ancient Egyptian words in its four scripts (Hieroglyphs, Hieratic, Demotic, and
Coptic). Second, he listed the corresponding Arabic words without using transliteration (in
Arabic). Third, he also included explanations of each word in French, highlighting the
linguistic relation between the Ancient Egyptian and the Arabic languages.

This paper will focus on some unpublished documents of Ahmed Pasha Kamal. Moreover, the
paper will shed light on his methodology in writing his dictionary which will include a deep
analysis in using other languages such as Hebrew, Amharic, Aramaic, and Assyrian. Worth to
mention is that, in 2020, the Bibliotheca Alexandrina received 18 volumes of the dictionary, for
which the library made a concrete plan for it to be digitized, restored, and analysed. The
Writing and Scripts Center will develop a visualization interface to allow for an efficient
exploration and analysis of the hieroglyphs in Ahmed Pasha Kamal’s dictionary.

Keywords: Ahmed Kamal Pasha; Dictionary; Digitization; Ancient Egyptian language

Co-author: Ahmed MANSOUR (Writing and Scripts Center, Bibliotheca Alexandrina)
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The Wooden Panels of the Mastaba of Hesyré: Towards an
Integrative Approach of the Archaeometric Study and Green
Intervention

Islam EzzAT (Ain Shams University/French Institute for Oriental Archaeology, Cairo)

The wooden panels of the mastaba of Hesyré acquired their exceptional value in Egyptian art
because of their belonging to the mastaba of the high official Hesyré who exercised his
functions as chief dentist during the reign of King Netjerikhet of the 3rd dynasty. The story of
these panels begins with their discovery by Auguste Mariette in 1861, then by James Quibell in
1911, north of the Sagqgara necropolis. The story continues with their transfer to the Boulaq
Museum and then to the Egyptian Museum in 1902.

In January 2021, a joint project between the Egyptian Museum and the French Institute for
Oriental Archaeology was launched to present new perspectives of the characterization,
restoration, and redisplay according to their original context in the mastaba. On the
methodological level, the archaeometric study includes two axes: The taxonomy of wood
species as well as the diagnosis and analysis to better understand the characteristics and
mechanism of wood alteration. Various authors have argued that the Hesyré panels are formed
from the Cedrus libani sp. The adopted taxonomy technique, based on the diagnosis of
epithelial cells of wood reports that the panels are formed from the Acacia nilotica sp. In
addition, diagnosis using the digital microscope and elemental analysis using X-ray
fluorescence revealed the presence of remains of pigments and layers of coatings in certain
panels. Physio-mechanical examinations using ultrasonic micro-hardness give comprehensive
indicators of wood compression averages. The whole made it possible to develop a green
restoration protocol using natural extractives and essential oils like Basil oil in resisting the
microbial infections. This protocol is specific to each panel, minimizing interventions.

Keywords: Hesyré; Panels; Niches; Green conservation; Archaeometry; Taxonomy
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Between Execution and Torture: Ropes in Egyptian Christian
Art

Enjy FEKRY (Alexandria University) & Sara KITAT (Alexandria University)

By the first centuries in the Roman empire, the conversion to Christianly begun in
confidentiality as it was met by refusal and the severe persecution since the reign of Nero. The
early Christians suffered from many difficulties in spreading their religion. A lot of them were
martyred by order of Roman emperors. Eusebius of Caesarea described all kinds of torture and
martyrdom in Egypt. In Christian art, ropes are represented in hanging, execution and torture
scenes. Coptic art shows saints exposed to different kinds of torture and martyrdom. Some
saints were depicted as preys to wild animals while their hands are often shown tied behind
their backs. Other saints are depicted with ropes tied around their waists which were knotted
from their backs and draped downwards. Coptic scenes reveal two positions of execution;
kneeing on the ground or standing while their hands were tied behind their backs. Some
manuscripts show Jesus Christ during his court with his hands tied behind his back, also they
show hanging ‘gallows’ scenes. The present paper aims to trace the iconography of ropes in
the context of Coptic torture and execution scenes, throwing light on the concept of using
ropes according to its various contexts.

Keywords: Ropes; Execution; Torture; Saints; Hands
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Academic Egyptology and Popular Culture: A Multidisciplinary
Project at the University of Lisbon

Abraham Ignacio FERNANDEZ PICHEL (Centre for History of the University of Lisbon)

The research project ‘Ich mache mir die (agyptische) Welt, wie sie mir gefallt’ (transl. ‘| make
the (Egyptian) world how | like it’) at the History Center of the University of Lisbon has been
supported by funding from the Portuguese National Funding Agency for Science, Research,
and Technology (FCT) since the end of 2022. This project, in which 13 universities, mostly
from Europe and America, are participating, aims to identify, collect, and analyze the
occurrence of Egyptological or Egyptianizing narratives and motifs in various media, including
TV shows, movies, science-fiction and fantasy literature, comic books, urban art,
advertisements or the Internet.

It is a research project that focusses on the representations of Ancient Egypt in modern
popular culture within the context of cultural reception studies, with a particular interest in the
last 75 years. To that purpose, the main outputs of the project are: 1) The configuration of a
free online database that collects the visual and literary material previously mentioned, and 2)
the construction of a multidisciplinary network of scholars from fields like Egyptology,
literature, cinema analysis, art history, and experts in popular culture and cultural reception.

This lecture’s major goal is to demonstrate how these virtual instruments related to the Digital
Humanities may be used and applied in the work of researchers specializing in Egyptology and
cultural reception. The project itself and the database are unique in this regard to the
academic study of Egyptology.

Keywords: Popular culture; Reception studies; Egyptology; Digital Humanities
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The Statue Fragments of Radjedef in the State Museum of
Egyptian Art, Munich: Digital Reconstruction and Virtual
Presentation

Mélanie FLOSSMANN-SCHUTZE (State Museum of Egyptian Art, Munich)

The furnishings of the pyramid complex built by the 4th dynasty king Radjedef at Abu Rawash
included a royal statuary programme that is now dispersed over several museums and
collections in the world. The royal sculptures were deliberately destroyed at an unknown time
and deposited in a boat pit. Due to the excavations of E. Chassinat in 1901/02, numerous
fragments found their way into the Louvre in Paris and the Egyptian Museum in Cairo.
However, the most extensive part (over 1100 fragments) was brought to the IFAO in Cairo. The
royal statues have been studied in detail, especially by M. Baud and A. Shukanian. Both
succeeded in assembling fragments, although a complete reconstruction of one of the statues
has not yet been possible. The Egyptian Museum in Munich also owns around 40 fragments,
which are currently studied in a new project. The pieces were discovered by P. Lacau in Abu
Rawash in 1912/13 and acquired a short time later by the traveller W. von Buerkel. In 1960 and
1965 respectively, they finally came into the possession of the museum. In cooperation with
the University of Leuven and the Abu Rawash Project (Y. Tristan), the Munich Museum is
planning to digitise all the available fragments using 3D scanning techniques and to
reassemble them digitally. The project aims to a digital reconstruction of the different types of
statues and to their visual presentation in their proper archaeological context. New colour
analyses of the fragments in Munich will allow to show the antique colouring of the statues
using photorealistic virtual models. The presentation will summarise the current status of the
project and demonstrate the possibilities of digital documentation technologies for the
scientific research on and virtual presentation of Egyptian monuments.

Keywords: Radjedef; Old Kingdom; Statuary programme; Digital documentation; Virtual model
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It is More than a Text in Context: Multi-pronged Approach to
the Understanding of the Documents of Breathing

Cyprian H. W. FONG (University of Basel)

Editions and synopses have been made for funerary texts such as the Pyramid Texts and the
Book of the Dead. Documents of Breathing, which gradually replaced the canonical Book of
the Dead as the main funerary texts in the Theban region, are yet to be analysed in such a
comprehensive manner. However, these compositions, unlike their predecessors, show various
degrees of individualisation in the contents. As such, the traditional philological approach for
text analysis and comparison, often employed for earlier funerary texts, is no longer sufficient
for understanding the Documents of Breathing, in particular their transmission, production,
and usage. In this paper, therefore, a multi-pronged approach will be used to contextualise
and understand these increasingly personalised texts. A group of funerary texts will be
presented as case studies. This exercise puts them into the general social, cultural and
archaeological contexts, thus shedding light on the factors influencing the personalisation of
funerary texts, such as personal piety, familial practices, biological and social statuses. The
goal of this paper is to give some insights into the treatment of funerary texts as part of the
culture and society, and highlight the importance of integrating philology, theology, and
archaeology in the process of contextualisation. When contextualised, funerary texts, which are
often deemed abstract and mundane, can in fact shed light on the actual human interactions
in a lively manner.

Keywords: Graeco-Roman; Documents of Breathing; Interdisciplinary; Contextualisation
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Founding a Palace: Latest Results from Qantir-Piramesse

Henning FRANZMEIER (University of Bologna)

Based on the magnetic measurements of the years 1996-2012, a new area for excavations was
chosen in 2016 where a monumental building was visible. After sondages in 2016 and 2017,
large scale excavations since March 2022 have revealed the foundations of a palatial complex,
the layout of which is reminiscent of the palace of Merenptah at Memphis.

While the profound destruction did not even leave the floors of the complex, some
constructional details are exceptional such as sand-filled foundation trenches below the walls.
The sand contained several important finds, including ceramic materials, most likely dating to
the period of the construction of the building. A first inspection points towards the reign of
Ramesses II. In addition, silex objects, partially predating the New Kingdom seem to have
been brought in with the sand. Moreover, the remaining mudbricks on top of the sand
foundations contain a most unusual tempering including lime or limestone, currently subject
to an analysis.

The ongoing work at the site makes it possible for the first time to present the remains of a
monumental building at the capital of Ramesside Egypt as revealed by a controlled excavation.
Thus, it adds significantly to our knowledge of the reality of Pi-Ramesse, so often praised in
hymns as a splendid city.

Keywords: Pi-Ramesse; Palace; Delta; New Kingdom; 19th dynasty; Architecture
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Identifying Faience Workshops: Amulet Production in the Nile
Delta during the First Millennium BCE

UrSka FURLAN (Swansea University)

As small figurative objects with apotropaic properties, amulets appeared in a variety of
contexts and were used by practically all strata of people. Yet, despite their frequency, our
knowledge on the faience amulet workshops during the first millennium BCE is scarce. The
survey of the amulets in the Nile Delta has revealed that there are very few indicators for the
faience fabrication and not a single example of the actual production quarters was identified,
nor were kilns securely connected with it at any site. However, with the method of combining
the archaeological evidence, such as waste debris and the presence of moulds, with the
iconographic and stylistic analysis of amulets, it is nonetheless possible to recognise some
workshops or identify the settlements where production took place.

This paper will present several newly proposed faience manufacturing sites. It will discuss how
these faience workshops varied in modes and scales of production, what organisational
structures existed within them, and observe the subsequent dissemination and circulation of
amulets within society.

Keywords: Amulets; Faience; Workshop; Production; Nile Delta
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ResearchSpace(s): The New Online Infrastructures of Amara-
West and Deir el-Medina

Kathrin GABLER (University of Copenhagen) & Manuela Lehmann (Eberhard Karl
University of Tlibingen)

The two sites of Amara-West and Deir el-Medina possess several parallels. Both comprise
settlement areas, necropoles, and cult sites, the majority from the Ramesside period. They
have prolonged (historical as well as current) excavation activities and resulted in extensive
heterogeneous data, with the associated objects now dispersed worldwide among various
museums and archives. Both factors make easy access, extensive processing and publishing
difficult. In order to create integrated access and provide a tool for collection, research and
publication according to modern standards for researchers and the general public, the open-
access online platform ResearchSpace (https://researchspace.org) is eminently suitable, cf. the
poster by D. Oldman. In addition to ‘conventional’ database applications, the system
ResearchSpace also offers various online tools and can be adapted to the respective project-
specific requirements and needs. The basic idea is to bundle all work steps from data
acquisition and analysis to joint processing and recent publication, open-source, using
semantic Web technologies. Our presentation shows examples of the already created version
ResearchSpace Amara-West (https://amara-west.researchspace.org) and the ResearchSpace
Deir el-Medina, which is currently under construction.

Keywords: Ramesside period; Deir el-Medina; Amara-West; Online working and publication
platform
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The Tomb-chapels of Djehuty and Hery (TT 11-12): Latest
Works and Considerations

Jose GALAN (Spanish National Research Council, Madrid)

The tomb-chapels of the Djehuty and Hery (TT 11-12), high officials at the beginning of the
18th dynasty, are scheduled to be opened to the public in February 2023. Epigraphic
documentation and conservation may be considered finished. The musealization of the tombs
includes the installation of solar panels to illuminate the inner part of the monuments. A
description of these tasks will be followed by recent observations on the design, construction
and decoration of the monuments.

The tomb-chapels are located in Dra Abu el-Naga North, near the tombs of Roy (TT 255) and
Shuroy (TT 13), which are already opened. The site’s excavated area, south-west of the open
courtyard of TT 11 will also be accessible to the visitors, including four mud-brick offering
chapels and twenty-six funerary shafts dating to the 17th/early 18th dynasty. The 12th dynasty
grid garden discovered in 2017 was reburied after being excavated and its mud-brick and mud
structure consolidated. It was covered by a metal structure and insulating panels. The visitor,
however, will be able to see a replica of it, installed above the structure protecting the original
garden. ‘O you who shall pass by these tombs!” will have the rare chance to get an idea of
what the necropolis was like and developed between 2000 and 1450 BCE.

Keywords: Tomb-chapels; Thebes; Dra Abu el-Naga; 18th dynasty; Site management

ceo

international congress of egyptologists

Sl paoll clale) Jgall paigall

LEIDEN 6-11 AUG 2023 ICE2023.COM




Lives and Afterlives of Ancient Egyptian Coffins: Current
Research Work of the Swiss Coffin Project

Manuela GANDER (Swiss Coffin Project) & Marc LOTH (Swiss Coffin Project)

Almost every canton of Switzerland has at least one museum owning Egyptian artefacts. There
are over 30,000 objects housed in more than forty museums throughout the entire country.
Although many collections include coffins, the majority of these items is largely unknown.
That is why the Swiss Coffin Project was initiated in 2004 as an independent, privately funded
research project with the objective of making Egyptian burial equipment in Swiss museums
accessible to a wider public as well as to specialists.

In 2007, the volume Unter dem Schutz der Himmelsgottin was published, presenting a
selection of coffins (with their mummies) and mummy masks from sixteen Swiss public
collections. The research work was continued in the following years; meanwhile, thirty
museums are involved in the project, so that an expanded and updated edition of the above-
mentioned volume is planned. In addition to intact coffins and mummy masks, this new
edition will also feature coffin fragments as well as mummy coverings (bead-
nets/cartonnages/shrouds) and portraits. The studied material dates from the Middle Kingdom
to the Roman period.

The publication, scheduled to appear in 2024, is conceived as a scientific cross-media
publication combining print and online resources. While the objects will be presented in a
concise version in print, each item will be provided with a QR-code that allows access to its
entire documentation. A special focus will be placed on the provenances and the acquisition
histories.

The talk will give a summary of the Swiss Coffin Project addressing its objectives and approach
as well as the current state of research. It will also present the preliminary results of the
studies on some little-known and particularly interesting pieces.

Keywords: Coffins; Mummies; Museology; Documentation; Switzerland
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Digging into the Mind: New Perspectives on the Significance
of the Penis in Ancient Egyptian Culture

Judit GARzON RODRIGUEZ (Johannes Gutenberg University Mainz)

Male genitalia, and more specifically the penis, appear in both art and writing from very early
times in cultures around the world. Given that the penis is described as a necessary element in
both the Heliopolitan cosmogony and the creation myth of Horus, both texts documented in
the Old Kingdom, and that it is also depicted in different anthropomorphic figures already in
the Predynastic period, it seems reasonable to expect a significant role of the penis in Ancient
Egyptian culture. In this paper | will present some of the results of my PhD project which | am
carrying out within the RTG 1876 of the Johannes Gutenberg Universitat Mainz. | intend to
underline the need to re-examine the significance of the penis in this specific culture, which,
due to its connection to the taboo sphere, has been strongly affected in academic studies.
Through the study of primary sources based on an interdisciplinary approach, | intend to
reframe and to redefine the meaning of the penis, either as an isolated form or entity or as a
non-isolated one related to a particular figure, in Ancient Egyptian society.

Keywords: Penis; Gender; Conceptual research; Material culture; Interdisciplinary approach
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Hypocephali, the Book of the Dead, and the Egyptian Temple
John GEE (Brigham Young University)

Commentary on hypocephali goes back to Champollion. Other Egyptologists, such as

C. Leemans, Ph. de Horrack, J. Capart and L. Speleers furthered the study of these objects.
More recently E. Varga, B. Vallée-Damien, A. Wutherich, L. Miatello have made contributions.
Most recently T. Mekis has provided something of a synthesis of the subject while explicitly
continuing the interpretive approach of Varga. Despite the progress, several open questions
about hypocephali remain.

Hypocephali have long been associated with Book of the Dead 162. The association between
the two texts is so well-known that the assumption has been that there are no other
connections between hypocephali and other chapters in the Book of the Dead. This
presentation will challenge that assumption by (1) identifying other chapters of the Book of the
Dead that have connections with hypocephali, (2) discussing how these other chapters are
used in the decoration of hypocephali. These other chapters complicate some of the standard
interpretations of hypocephali. This presentation will also discuss how certain texts from
contemporary temples interact with the Book of the Dead in the hypocephalus.

Keywords: Hypocephali; Book of the Dead; Temple
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A Taste of Home: Foreigh Merchant Communities in Roman
Berenike

Roderick GEERTS (Leiden University)

In the cosmopolitan port site of Berenike (Egypt) many foreign people converged. The port at
Berenike catered to the Roman Empire’s need for exotic goods and ingredients for food and
cosmetics. For this reason many merchants, sailors and traders were at the site for longer
periods of time. During their time at the port they traded but also waited for the right
prevailing winds and season to make their journey home with their trade goods. During their
journey and stay they packed their own cooking equipment to prepare food. This equipment,
and specifically the ceramic cooking pots, carries with it a clear signature of the region of
origin of these merchants, sailors and traders. Through these ceramic cooking pots it is
possible to trace the origin of the traders on site. Ceramics have both intrinsic and cultural
characteristics that allow the sourcing of the place of production. This analysis allows us to
discern which merchants and traders ended up at the site; together with other evidence the
cooking pots make for a strong case towards the actual stay of these merchants at the port.
The presence of imported ceramic cooking vessels can be used to trace the eating habits and
thereby identify the origins of these foreign traders.

Keywords: Trade; Ceramics; Pottery; Identity; Roman period; Port
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Ancient Egyptian Reception Studies: Questions, Methods, and
the Case of The Teaching of Amenemhat

Margaret GEOGA (University of Pennsylvania)

‘The Teaching of Amenemhat’ is utterly unique among Ancient Egyptian literary texts: Not only
does it describe the murder of a king, but it was also one of Ancient Egypt’s most popular
texts, with over 250 manuscripts surviving today. Much previous scholarship on the poem has
focussed on the circumstances of its composition, with particular interest in the poem’s
relation to 12th dynasty politics. This paper, in contrast, seeks to reorient the study of this
poem toward its readers and their receptions—with implications for both Egyptian philology
and the burgeoning field of Egyptian reception studies. | present the investigation of The
Teaching of Amenemhat as a case study that offers preliminary responses to critical questions
Egyptology must consider, as interest in reception studies grows: What is (and isn’t) Egyptian
reception studies, and how does one do it? What can reception studies do? And how can we
fully integrate reception studies into the discipline of Egyptology? | argue that Egyptian
reception studies must include not only modern but also ancient receptions—just as later
interpreters have imitated, adapted, and appropriated Ancient Egyptian culture, so too did the
Ancient Egyptians do with their own past. Focussing on selected manuscripts, this paper aims
to populate the history of ‘Amenemhat’ with the people who read and engaged with it: From a
treasury scribe in the capital, to a student at the crumbling pyramid of the long-dead
Senwosret |, to Kushite kings hundreds of miles away in Napata and Kawa. This case study, |
argue, demonstrates that reception studies can not only illuminate the history of ideas that
underlie popular and even scholarly conceptions about Ancient Egypt, but also identify new
questions and modes of studying Ancient Egypt itself.

Keywords: Reception; Theory; Literature; Amenemhat; Manuscript; Scribe; Materiality
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Ancient Sciences Innovation Lab (ASIL): An Approach to
Future-oriented Learning and Teaching in Egyptology

Simone GERHARDS (Johannes Gutenberg University Mainz) & Monika ZOLLER-
ENGELHARDT (Johannes Gutenberg University Mainz)

The poster will present our experiences after one year of implementation of the ‘Ancient
Sciences Innovation Lab’ (ASIL) project. The project is dedicated to transforming a
conventional seminar room and foyer at our department’s location at the University of Mainz
to better enable future-oriented, hybrid teaching and learning settings in the Ancient Studies.
The Raumlabore initiative by the German Stifterverband and Dieter Schwarz Foundation
enables selected projects to redesign an available room at the university as a laboratory with
an innovative learning architecture concept. In addition to the room structure, the equipment
is also being modernized and adapted to future-oriented needs. Furthermore, in combination
with modern didactics and up-to-date technical equipment for hybrid settings we create a
unique learning, teaching, research and meeting space. The redesign und transformation
process is participatory including students, teaching personnel and researchers from the
participating disciplines. The poster will present first results on ASIL’s main goals:

- Establish student-centered innovative learning and teaching settings

- Prepare students of ancient studies better for the challenges of the VUCA world (world
characterized by volatility, uncertainty, complexity and ambiguity), including future skills such
as collaboration, creativity, critical thinking and communication

- Focus on digital education in Ancient Studies, including project- and research-oriented
learning and teaching

- Develop innovative hybrid teaching and learning concepts

Keywords: Future of teaching; Teaching Egyptology; Digital Egyptology
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The Construction of the Sacred Geography’s Discourse in
Ancient Egypt

Francois GHIRINGHELLI (Eberhard Karl University of Tubingen)

The Sacred Geography’s Discourse (from the French concept of ‘géographie religieuse’)
consists of all the documents produced by the ancient Egyptians which describe an ideal state
of the world. The information they provide is very useful for geographical and religious studies,
and allows us to understand how the ancient Egyptians saw their own world. However, the
great majority of these documents belongs to the Graeco-Roman period, even if the discourse
is known from the Old Kingdom. Therefore, our understanding is mostly synchronic and its
evolution is hardly taken into consideration. But this discourse and the data it provides can
only be understood in the light of previous states. Thus, it is important to understand its
diachronic construction, from the beginning to the end of pharaonic history.

The Sacred Geography’s Discourse belongs to the field of sacred geography, which is to be
distinguished from historical geography. Nevertheless, it presents data, mainly toponyms, also
known in secular sources. These toponyms are a link between the two aspects of ancient
Egyptian geography. But a profane toponym has to be reinterpreted to be used in a religious
context. The analysis of this reinterpretation is the key to enlighten the construction’s
mechanisms of the Sacred Geography’s Discourse.

The aim of this project, undertaken thanks to the support of the Swiss National Science
Foundation and the University of Tibingen, is to study the Sacred Geography’s Discourse as an
object, to understand its construction and to analyse the contact points between sacred and
historical geography. It requires to work in both aspects of ancient Egyptian geography and
hence it is an interdisciplinary research in Egyptology.

Keywords: Discourse; Sacred geography; Historical geography; Diachrony
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The Discovery of the Ahramat Nile Branch: A Hidden Ancient
Waterway of the Pyramid Chain of Egypt

Eman GHONEIM (University of North Carolina Wilmington)

The construction of the Ancient Egyptian pyramids along the Western Desert margin of the
Nile floodplain indicates the prior existence of a major waterway that was used by the
pharaonic builders of these iconic sites. Today, however, no major river exists in the immediate
area, with the Nile being located several kilometers away from all the pyramid sites. Analysis
of radar satellite data, supported by geophysical survey and soil coring, has led to the
discovery of the Nile’s ancient Ahramat Branch (meaning Pyramids Branch in Arabic) passing
adjacent to the chain of pyramids between Faiyum south and Giza north (~ 38 Pyramid
structures). The course of this branch, now concealed beneath the aeolian desert sand and the
cultivated floodplain, is about 100 km long. Although invisible at ground-level, segments of
the Ahramat Branch appear in radar imagery due to radar waves’ ability to penetrate the Earth
surface and reveal subsurface terrain. Furthermore, satellite data revealed numerous buried
sandy tributaries, feeding into this branch. During the building era of the pyramids, these
tributaries would likely have acted as lagoons that hosted harbours to dock and shelter boats
away from the busy traffic of the main river course. The orientation of several pyramids’
causeways, perpendicular to the Ahramat Branch and their termination at its bank, imply that
this former branch and its tributaries were simultaneously active at the time of the pyramids’
construction during the Old Kingdom and through the Middle Kingdom. This research has
produced the first map of the ancient Nile branch in this region, which will enable us to piece
together a comprehensive picture of Ancient Egypt’s former waterscape and understand how
change in the environment drove human activities in the region.

Keywords: Radar satellite data; Geophysical survey; Egypt's former waterscape; Causeways
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Site and Function of the Antinous Obelisk
Robyn GiLLAM (York University)

The inscription on the Antinous obelisk, when looked at in conjunction with inscriptions from
Antinoopolis and a fragmentary papyrus, clearly locate the monument within the middle
Egyptian landscape and connect it firmly with Graeco-Roman funerary practices.

Keywords: Antinous; Middle Egypt; Graeco-Roman funerary practices
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The Emergence and Impact of the Study of Ancient Egypt in
Scotland

Claire GILMOUR (University of Bristol)

This research examines the impact of the emergence and development of the study of Ancient
Egypt in Scotland, from early times down to 1990, following the first ‘blockbuster' international
exhibition of Egyptian material to be shown at a Scottish venue. It assesses the establishment
of the field of Egyptology in relation to Scotland, and the paths it took in different areas.
Interdisciplinary research examines the formation and growth of public and private collections
of Egyptian material in Scotland, and how discoveries made in Egypt were received by Scottish
society. This involves consideration of how nationality, race, class and gender influenced
archaeological work and collecting, and how presentation of this material by key individuals
and institutions influenced the perception and understanding of ancient Egypt in Scotland.
Patterns of collecting are examined to assess the impact of industry, travel, military activity,
and academia, as well as major movements such as the Scottish Enlightenment. The
establishment of museums and institutions, e.g. the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland and the
Glasgow Egypt Society, and involvement in UK and international archaeological bodies, are
considered alongside literary and artistic circles. Events such as the International Exhibitions,
Kelvingrove 1912 (Glasgow), and Gold of the Pharaohs (Paris/Edinburgh/Australia, 1987-89)
exhibitions of loaned Egyptian material are used as case studies to analyse how Ancient Egypt
has been presented and received in Scotland and the wider UK and Europe.

Keywords: Scotland; Reception; Collections; Museums; Antiquarianism; Exhibitions
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Women Archaeologists in Early 20th Century German
Egyptology

KKatja GoOEBs (University of Toronto)

Women engaging in archaeological endeavors around the Mediterranean and the Middle East
in the mid to late 19th and early 20th century normally entered the field at the side of their
husbands or brothers, who brought them along to their own projects. Yet, these women often
supplied essential new insights and materials that greatly enhanced the published results -
although they were rarely acknowledged in them. By the late 1800s and early 1900s, women
such as Margaret Murray (1863-1963) in the UK and Harriet Boyd Hawes (1871-1945) in the
USA secured university posts or undertook their own archaeological work in Egypt and the
Mediterranean. A comparable recognition of female competency in Germany would have to
wait another 25 years and remained extremely uncommon well into the 1970s. Based primarily
on the examples of Elise Baumgartel (1892-1975), Maria Junker (1878-1971), Herta Moor (1914-
1945), and the Classical archaeologist Margarete Bieber (1879-1978), this paper seeks to
elucidate the social, cultural, and political contexts in which German women with
archaeological and Egyptological interests were socialized, educated, and struggled to succeed.
Factors that shaped their roles included changes in women’s education, the development of
archaeology as a university discipline, as well as the societal changes brought about by the
First World War and National Socialism.

Keywords: Historiography of Egyptology; Gender studies; Diversity in Egyptology
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Ancient Chinese and Ancient Egyptian Scripts: New
Comparative Interdisciplinary Research

Orly GoLbWASSER (Hebrew University of Jerusalem) & Yanru Xu (Hebrew University of
Jerusalem)

Champollion’s studies of the Ancient Chinese scripts were one of the factors that stood behind
his groundbreaking decipherment. It was also suggested that he adopted the term
‘determinatif from Chinese studies.

Ancient China, and Ancient Egypt, are far removed from one another, both geographically and
culturally. Yet, the scripts they used are remarkably similar in key aspects, despite their
independent origins and differences in form. They use complex writing systems that share
common semiotic qualities. The signs of the two scripts are used in different functions: As
logograms [sound+meaning] for words and compounds, phonograms [sound only], phonetic
classifiers [reiteration of sound only], and semantic classifiers [meaning but no sound].

The ArchaeoMind LAB at Hebrew University in Jerusalem develops since 2020 a
comprehensive comparative research track for similar semiotic functions in both ancient
scripts. The chosen Chinese corpus is that of the Guodian Bamboo texts dating from the mid-
fourth century BC to the early third century BC and in Egyptian the Coffin Texts and Literary
MK Texts, with a few administrative texts. The Chinese portal is led by Yanru Xu PhD candidate
HU, CSC fellow and awardee of the Plaks Fellowship in the Traditional China field. It is
supervised by Zev Handel, University of Washington. The Chinese texts are imported from The
Intelligent Retrieval Network Database of Chinese Characters, built by the Center for the Study
and Application of Chinese Characters (CSACC) in the East China Normal University (ECNU) in
Shanghai.

Keywords: Interdisciplinary studies
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Use and Re-use of a Middle Kingdom Rock-cut Tomb at Dra
Abu el-Naga through the Analysis of the Pottery Found

Maria GONZALEZ RODRIGUEZ (Autonomous University of Barcelona) & Zulema BARAHONA
MENDIETA (Autonomous University of Barcelona)

A Spanish mission has been working at Dra Abu el-Naga North since 2002. To the southwest
of the open courtyard of the tomb-chapel of Djehuty (TT 11), a Middle Kingdom rock-cut tomb
was unearthed. The study of the pottery found attests the re-use of the funerary space for at
least 1,400 years. The material resting on the lower layers of the filling of the tomb could be
interpreted as the first use during the 12th dynasty. It is possible that a short phase of re-use
was present in the late Middle Kingdom or early Second Intermediate Period. The next pottery
phase recorded could be dated at the end of the Second Intermediate Period or the early 18th
dynasty. This phase is represented by some red polished bottles, jars and bottles with thick
incised wavy lines, and some big jars in Marl B fabric, which are common among the ritual
and funerary pottery in Dra Abu el-Naga, during this time period. It is very likely that during
the reign of Thutmose Il the burial was re-used again, according to some fragments of the so-
called simili jars and other jars with bichrome decoration, one of them painted with big lotus
flowers. Finally, the most extensive phase of re-use was probably at the end of the Third
Intermediate Period and the beginning of the Late Period. Large number of fragments of big
storage jars showing a big white painted band on the surface and some vessels in Marl clays
were found.

Keywords: Middle Kingdom; Dra Abu el-Naga; Pottery; Reuse
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Interpreting the Ancient Land- and Waterscapes of the
Theban Region

Angus GRAHAM (Uppsala University)

Interdisciplinary geoarchaeological research carried out by the Theban Harbours and
Waterscapes Survey (THaWS) since 2012 has greatly advanced our understanding of the
ancient landscapes of both the East and West Bank floodplains around Luxor. By combining
geological, geophysical, archaeological and topographic methods, including a 10km-wide
transect of closely-spaced boreholes across the Nile Valley, both the landscapes themselves
and their controlling geomorphic factors have been revealed.

On the West Bank, a minor branch of the Nile has been discovered directly in front of the
Colossi of Memnon and the Ramesseum (Toonen et al., 2018; 2019). This finding enables the
reinterpretation of Theban festival processions (e.g. the Beautiful Festival of the Valley); the
logistics of delivering construction materials to the Temples of Millions of Years; and the
potential location of the mryt ‘marketplace’, an integral part of the Deir el Medina community.

On the East Bank, the landscape history of the temple complex at Karnak is now fully
understood. With this knowledge we can now more clearly understand the founding of the
temple complex for Amun in the late third millennium BCE within the framework of Egyptian
cosmogony and cosmology attested in the Pyramid Texts.
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